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 AO 1,J31 ya -  85— THE BOOK OF A1-FARA'ID" 
(THE LAWS OF INHERITANCE) 

(1) CHAPTER. The Statement of Allah )L: 

"Allah commands you as regards your 
children's (inheritance)... (up to)... This is 
a Commandment from Allah; and Allah is 
Ever All-Knowing, Most Forbearing." 
(V.4:11,12) 

6723. Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullãh 
L4i: I became sick, so Allah's Messenger 
and AbU Bakr came on foot to pay me a visit. 
When they came, I was unconscious. Allah's 
Messenger j  performed ablution and he 
poured over me the water of his ablution, 
and I came to my senses and said, "0 Allah's 
Messenger! What shall I do regarding my 
property? How shall I distribute it?" The 
Prophet 	did not reply till the Divine 
Verses of inheritance (A1-Farã 'id) 2  were 

revealed. 

(2) CHAPTER. Learning about the Laws of 
Inheritance (descent and distribution). 

'Uqba bin 'Amir said, "Learn (the Laws of 
Inheritance) before those who depend on A?-
Zan (guessing), namely, those who base their 
judgement on mere presumption 

6724. Narrated AbU Hurairah L 
Allah's Messenger A,, said, "Beware of 
suspicion, for it is the worst of false tales 
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(1) (Book 85) (H. 6723) A1-Fara id means the shares which are fixed for the closest 
relatives of the deceased. Such shares are prescribed in the Qur'an and it is: half, one-
fourth, one-eighth, two-third, one-third, and one-sixth. (See the Qur'an, Sürah 4, 
Verses 11, 12 & 176). 
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and don't look for the other's faults and don't 
spy, and don't hate each other, and don't 
desert (cut your relations with) one another. 
o Allah's slaves, be brothers!" 

[See Hadith No. 6064] 

(3) CHAPTER. The statement of the Prophet 
: "Our (i.e., Messengers') property is not 

to be inherited, and whatever we leave (after 
our death), is Sadaqa (to be spent in 
charity) ." 

6725. Narrated 'Aishah L4 
Fatima and Al-'Abbas 	L. 	came to 
Abii Bakr, seeking their share from the 
property of Allah's Messenger 	, and at 
that time, they were asking for their land at 
Fadak and their share from Khaibar.......... 
(Contd. to No. 6726) 

6726. AbQ Bakr said to them, "I have 
heard from Allah's Messenger . saying, 
'Our property is not to be inherited, and 
whatever we (after our death) leave is to be 
spent in charity, but the family of 
Muhammad (.) may take their provisions 
from this property." AbU Bakr added, "By 
Allah, I will not leave the procedure I saw 
Allah's Messenger &z. following during his 
lifetime concerning this property." 
Therefore Fatima left AbU Bakr and did 
not speak to him till she died. 

6727. Narrated 'Aishah 	i 	The 
Prophet 	said, "Our (Messengers') 
property is not to be inherited, and 
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whatever we leave, is Sadaqa (to be spent in 
charity in Allah's Cause)." 	 :Ju 	ZJI 3 

•((j_ LS L 

6728. Narrated Malik bin 'Aus: I went 
and entered upon 'Umar, his doorman, 
Yarfa came saying, "Uthmãn, 'Abdur-
Rahmãn, Az-Zubair and Sa'd are asking 
your permission (to see you). May I admit 
them?" 'Umar said, "Yes." So he admitted 
them. Then he came again and said, "May I 
admit 'All and 'Abbas?" He said, "Yes." 
'Abbas said, "0, chief of the believers! Judge 
between me and this (man 'All)." 'Umar 
said, "I beseech you by Allah, by Whose 
Permission both the heaven and the earth 
exist, do you know that Allah's Messenger 
said, 'Our (the Messengers') property is not 
to be inherited, and whatever we leave (after 
our death) is Sadaqa (to be spent in charity)?' 
And by that Allah's Messenger 	meant 
himself." The group said, "(No doubt), he 
said so." 'Umar then faced 'All and 'Abbas 
and said, "Do you both know that Allah's 
Messenger jW, said that? They replied, "(No 
doubt), he, said so." 'Umar said, "So let me 
talk to you about this matter. Allah favoured 
His Messengerij with something of this Far 
(i.e., booty won by the Muslims at war 
without fighting) which He did not give to 
anybody else. Allah 	said: 'And what 
Allah gave as (FaT') booty to His 
Messenger... (up to)... to do all thing.' 
(V.59:6) And so that property was only for 
Allah's Messenger 	. Yet, by Allah, he 
neither gathered that property for himself 
nor withheld it from you, but he gave its 
income to you, and distributed it among you 
till there remained the present property; out 
of which the Prophet 	used to spend the 
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yearly maintenance for his family, and 
whatever used to remain he used to spend it 
where Allah's property is spent (i.e., in 
charity, etc.). Allah's Messenger . 
followed that system throughout his life. 
Now I beseech you by Allah, do you know 
all that?" They said, "Yes." 'Umar then said 
to 'Alt and 'Abbas, "I beseech you by Allah, 
do you know that?" Both of them said, 
"Yes." 'Umar added, "And when the 
Prophet . died, Abü Bakr said, 'I am the 
successor of Allah's Messenger ,' and took 
charge of that property and managed it in the 
same way as Allah's Messenger . did. Then 
I took charge of this property for two years, 
during which I managed it as Allah's 
Messenger and AbU Bakr did. Then you 
both ('All and 'Abbas) came to talk to me, 
bearing the same claim and presenting the 
same case. (0 'Abbas!) You came to me 
asking for your share from the property of 
your nephew, and this man ('All) came to 
me, asking for the share of his wife from the 
property of her father. I said, 'If you both 
wish, I will give that to you on that condition 
[i.e., that you would follow the way of the 
Prophet ll and AbU Bakr and as I ('Umar) 
have done in managing it].' Now both of you 
seek of me a verdict other than that? Lo! By 
Allah, by Whose Permission both the heaven 
and the earth exist, I will not give any verdict 
other than that till the Hour is established. If 
you are unable to manage it, then return it to 
me, and I will be sufficient to manage it on 
your behalf." 
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6729. Narrated Abü Hurairah 
Allah's Messenger 	said, "Not even a 
single Dinar of my property should be 
distributed (after my death) to my 
inheritors, but whatever I leave, excluding 
the provision for my wives and my servants, is 
Sadaqa (to be spent in charity) ." 

6730. Narrated Urwa: 'Aishah 	ji 
said, "When Allah's MessengeriiJ died, his 
wives intended to send 'Uthmãn to AbU Bakr 
asking him for their share of the 
inheritance."  Then 'Aishah said to them, 
"Didn't Allah's Messenger 	say, 'Our 
(Messengers') property is not to be 
inherited, and whatever we leave is Sadaqa 
(to be spent in charity) 

(4) CHAPTER. The statement of the Prophet 
j: "Whoever leaves some property (after 

his death), then it is for his family 
(inheritors) ." 

6731. Narrated AbU Hurairah 
The Prophet 	said, "I am more closer to 
the believers than their ownselves, so 
whoever (of them) dies while being in debt 
and leaves nothing for its repayment, then we 
are to pay his debts on his behalf; and 
whoever (among the believers) dies leaving 
some property, then that property is for his 
heirs."  

(5) CHAPTER. The inheritance share of the 
offspring from the property of their dead 
fathers and mothers. 
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And Zaid bin Thãbit said, "If a man or a 
woman leaves as an heir, a (single) daughter, 
then she inherits half of the property; and if 
they are two daughters or more, they inherit 
two-thirds of the property; and if there is a 
son along with these daughters, then the 
other heirs (if there are any) are given their 
shares first, and what remains is to be 
distributed (among the daughters and the 
son) with the ratio of two shares for the male 
heir and one share each for the female 
heirs." 

6732. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas L41 
The Prophet 	said, "Give the Fara 'id (the 
shares of the inheritance that are prescribed 
in the Qur'an)(')  to those who are entitled to 
receive it. Then whatever remains, should be 
given to the closest male relative of the 
deceased." 

(6) CHAPTER. The inheritance of daughters 
(i.e., their right to inherit property). 

6733. Narrated Sa'd bin Abi Waqqa: I 
was stricken by an ailment that led me to the 
verge of death. The Prophet 49 came to pay 
me a visit. I said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I 
have much property and no heir except my 
(only) daughter. Shall I give two-third of my 
property in charity?" He said, "No." I said, 
"Half of it?" He said, "No". I said, "One-
third of it?" He said, "(You may do so) 
though one-third is also too much, for it is 
better for you to leave your offspring wealthy 
than to leave them poor, asking others for 
help. And whatever you spend (for Allah's 
sake) you will be rewarded for it, even for a 
morsel of food which you may put in the 

(1) (H. 6732): See the footnote of H. 6723. 
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mouth of your wife." I said, "0 Allah's 
Messenger! Will I remain behind and fail to 
complete my emigration?" The Prophet jJ 
said, "If you are left behind after me, 
whatever good deeds you will do for Allah's 
sake will upgrade you and raise you high. 
May be you will have long life so that some 
people may benefit by you and others (the 
enemies) be harmed by you."' But Allah's 
Messenger 	felt sorry for Sa'd bin Khaula 
as he died in Makkah. (Sufyan, a 
subnarrator, said that Sa'd bin Khaula was 
a man from the tribe of Bani 'Amir bin 
Lu'ai.) 

6734. Narrated Al-Aswad bin Yazid: 
Mu'ãdh bin Jabal came to us in Yemen as a 
tutor and a ruler, and we (the people of 
Yemen) asked him about (the distribution of 
the property) of a man who had died leaving 
a daughter and a sister. Mu'ãdh gave the 
daughter half of the property and gave the 
sister the other half. 

(7) CHAPTER. The inheritance of one's 
grandchild if one has no child. 

And Zaid said, "Grandchildren are to be 
considered as one's (own) children (in the 
distribution of inheritance) in case none of 
one's own children are alive: A grandson as a 

(1) (H. 6733) Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas survived forty years after the death of the Prophet , 
but Sa'd bin Khaula died in Makkah. 
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son, and granddaughter as a daughter, and 
they (grandsons and granddaughters) inherit 
(their grandparents' property) as their own 
parents would (were they alive), and they 
prevent the sharing of the inheritance with all 
those relatives who would have been 
prevented from the same, were their 
parents alive. So one's grandchild does not 
share the inheritance with one's own son (if 
the son is alive) 

6735. Narrated Ibn 'Abbãs 4 i 
Allah's Messenger said, "Give the Fara 'id 
(shares prescribed in the Qur'an) to those 
who are entitled to receive it; and whatever 
remains, should be given to the closest male 
relative of the deceased." 

(8) CHAPTER. The share of inheritance of 
one's son's daughter in the presence of own 
daughter. 

6736. Narrated Huzail bin Shurahbil: 
AbU Müsa was asked regarding (the 
inheritance of) a daughter, a son's 
daughter, and a sister. He said, "The 
daughter will take half and the sister will 
take the half. If you go to Ibn Mas'Ud, he will 
tell you the same."  Ibn Mas'Ud was asked and 
was told of AbU Mtisa's verdict. Ibn Mas'üd 
then said, "If! give the same verdict, I would 
stray and would not be of the rightly-guided. 
The verdict I will give in his case, will be the 
same as the Prophet 	did, i.e., one-half is 
for the daughter, and one-sixth for the son's 
daughter, i.e both shares make two-thirds of 
the total property; and the rest is for the 
sister." Afterwards we came to AbU Musa 
and informed him of Ibn Mas'ud's verdict, 
whereupon he said, "So, do not ask me for 
verdicts, as long as this learned man is among 
you." 
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(9) CHAPTER. The shares of inheritance for 
the (living) paternal grandfather, the father 
and brothers of the deceased. 

AbU Bakr, Ibn 'Abbas and Ibn Az-Zubair 
said, "A grandfather is to be treated as a 
father (in the distribution of inheritance) ," 
and Ibn 'Abbas recited the Holy Verse: 

"0 children of Adam..." (V.7:26) (And 
in fact, by that Allah meant sons and 
grandsons and great-grandsons). 

He also recited the Verse: 
"And I have followed the religion of my 

fathers - Ibrãhim (Abraham), Ishaque 
(Isaac) and Yaqub (Jacob).....(V.12:38) 

And it is not reported that anybody 
disagreed with AbU Bakr in his lifetime, 
although at that time there was a great 
number of the Companions of the Prophet 

. And Ibn 'Abbas said, "My son's son 
inherits my property though my own brothers 
don't, and I do not inherit the property of my 
son's son." And there are different views 
given by 'Umar, 'All, Ibn Mas'Ud and Zaid 

(as regards inheritance). 
6737. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas Li l 

The Prophet ; said, "Give the Fara 'id (the 
shares prescribed in the Qur'an) to those who 
are entitled to receive it, and then whatever 
remains, should be given to the closest male 
relative of the deceased." 

6738. Narrated Ibn 'Abbãs L41 ii 
The person about whom Allah's Messenger 

said, "If! were to take aKhalt1 1  from this 
nation (my followers), then I would have 
taken him (i.e., AbU Bakr), but the Islamic 

(1) (H. 6738) Khalil: See the glossary. 
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Brotherhood is better (or said, 'good') ," and 
regarded a grandfather as the father himself 
(in distribution of inheritance). 

(10) CHAPTER. The inheritance of the 
husband along with the offspring and other 
relatives (of the deceased). 

6739. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas L4 	i 
(During the early days of Islam), the 
inheritance used to be given to one's 
offspring and legacy used to bequeathed to 
the parents, then Allah cancelled what He 
wished from that order and decreed that the 
male should be given the equivalent of the 
portion of two females, and for the parents 
one-sixth for each of them, and for one's wife 
one-eighth (if the deceased has children) and 
one-fourth (if he has no children), for one's 
husband half (if the deceased has no 
children) and one-fourth (if she has 
children) ." 

(11) CHAPTER. The inheritance of a woman 
and a husband along with the offspring and 
other relatives. 

6740. Narrated AbU Hurairah L- it 

Allah's Messenger j  gave the judgement 
that a male or female slave should be given in 
Qisas' for an abortion case of a woman from 
the tribe of Bani Liyan (as blood money for 
the foetus), but the lady on whom the penalty 
had been imposed died; so the Prophet 
ordered that her property be inherited by her 
offspring and her husband and that the 
penalty be paid by her 'Asaba (2) 

(1) (H. 6740) Qz,cas: Laws of equality in punishment for wounds etc. in retaliation. 
(2) (H. 6740) 'Asaha means all male relatives of the deceased from the father's side. 


