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A1lh 	than the smell of musk. (Allah says 
about the fasting person), 'He has left his 
food, dnnk ad sexual desires for My sake. 
The Saum (tast) is for Me . So I will reward 
(the fasting person) for it and the reward of 
good deeds is multiplied ten times." 

1. CHAPTER. As-Saum (the fasting) is an 
expntion (for sins). 

:1895. Narrated AbU Wã'il from 
Hudhaifa: 'Umar L$ i 	asked the 
people, "Who remembers the narration of 
the Prophet ij about the A1-Fitnah (trial or 
affliction)?" Iludhaifa said, "I heard the 
Prophet ç  saying, 'The A1-Fitnah of a person 
in his property, family and neighbours is 
expiated by his Salat (prayer), Saum 

(fasting), and giving in charity." 'Umar 
said, "I do not ask about that, but I ask 
about the A1-Fitnah which will spread like the 
waves of the sea."  Iludhaifa replied, "There 
is a closed gate in front of it."  'Umar asked, 
"Will that gate be opened or broken?" He 
replied, "It will be broken."  'Umar said, 
"Then the gate will not be closed again till 
the Day of Resurrection." We said to 
Masruq, "Would you ask IIudhaifa whether 
Umar knew what that gate symbolized?" He 

asked him and he replied "He ('Umar) knew 
it as one knows that there will be night before 
tomorrow morning."  

(4) CHAPTER. Ar-Raiyãn (one of the gates 
of Paradise) is for people observing Saum 
(fast) people. 

1896. Narrated SahI i 	The 

(1) (H.1894) Although all practices of worshipping are for Allah jW, here Allah )L 
singles out Saum (fasting), because Saum (fast) cannot be practised for the sake of 
showing off as nobody can know whether one is observing Saum (fast) or not, except 
Allah. Therefore, Saum (fasting) is a pure performance that cannot be blemished with 
hypocrisy. (Fatifz Al-Ban) 
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Prophet 41t said, "There is a gate in Paradise 
called Ar-Raiyan, and those who observe 
Saum (fasts) will enter through it on the Day 
of Resurrection and none except them will 
enter through it. It will be said, 'Where are 
those who used to observe Saum (fast)?' 
They will get up, and none except them will 
enter through it. After their entry the gate 
will be closed and nobody will enter through 
it." 

1897. Narrated AbU Hurairah 	i 
Allah's Messenger jW, said, "Whoever gives 
two kinds (of things or property) in charity 
for Allah's Cause, will be called from the 
gates of Paradise and will be addressed, '0 
slaves of Allah! Here is prosperity.' So, 
whoever was amongst the people who used 
to offer their Salat (prayers), will be called 
from the gate of the 5a1ãt; and whoever was 
amongst the people who used to participate 
inJihãd, will be called from the gate of Jihad; 
and whoever was amongst those who used to 
observe fasts, will be called from the gate of 
Ar-Raiyan; whoever was amongst those who 
used to give Ac-adaqa (charity), will be 
called from the gate of As-$adaqa ." Abu 
Bakr 	said, "Let my parents be 
sacrificed for you, 0 Allah's Messenger! No 
distress or need will befall him who will be 
called from those gates. Will there be any 
one who will be called from all these gates?" 
The Prophet ; replied, "Yes, and I hope 
you will be one of them."  
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(5) CHAPTER. Should it be said 
"Ramadãn" or "the month of Ramadan?" 
And whoever thinks that both are 
permissible. 

And the Prophet 	said, "Whoever 
observe Saum (fasts) in Ramadan." And 
also said, "Do not observe 5aum before 
Ramadan ,,(1) 

1898. Narrated Abti Hurairah 
Allah's Messenger 	said, "When (the 
month of) Ramadan begins, the gates of 
Paradise are opened."  
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1899. Narrated AbU Hurairah 
Allah's Messenger said, "When the month 
of Ramadan starts, the gates of the heaven 
are opened and the gates of Hell are closed 
and the devils are chained."  

1900. Narrated Ibn 'Umar t4 	I 
heard Allah's Messenger 	saying, "When 
you see the crescent (of the month of 
Ramadan), start observing aum (fast) and 
when you see the crescent (of the month of 
Shawwãl), stop observing Saum; and if the 
sky is overcast (and you can't see it) then 
regard the crescent (month) of Ramadan (as 
of 30 days)." 

(1) (Ch .5) Do not observe fast one or two days before Ramadan immediately, fearing to 
miss the right beginning of the month. (See Hadith 1914). 



30-THE BOOK OF AS-SA UM 	 r. r83  I 

(6) CHAPTER. Whoever observed fast in 
Ramadan out of sincere faith (that it is an 
enjoined duty), and hoping for a reward 
from Allah and with honest intention (i.e., 
only for Allah's sake). 

And 'Aishah 	Zi 	narrated from the 
Prophet 0,, "The people will be resurrected 
(and judged) according to their intentions."  

1901. Narrated AbU Hurairah Z i 
The Prophet j said, "Whoever established 

alat (prayer) on the night of Qadr with 
sincere faith and hoping for a reward from 
Allah, then all his previous sins will be 
forgiven; and whoever observes Saum 
(fasts) in the month of Ramadan with 
sincere faith and hoping for a reward from 
Allah, then all his previous sins will be 
forgiven." 

(7) CHAPTER. The Prophet & used to be 
most generous in the month of Ramadan. 

1902. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas Li l 
The Prophet 	was the most generous 
amongst the people, and he used to be 
more so in the month of Ramadan when 
Jibril (Gabriel) visited him, and JibrIl used to 
meet him on every night of Ramadan till the 
end of the month. The Prophet j05 used to 
recite the Noble Qur'an to Jibril, and when 
Jibril met him, he used to be more generous 
than the fair wind [sent by Allah with 
glad tidings (rain) in readiness and haste to 
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do charitable deeds.]. 
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(8) CHAPTER. Whoever does not give up 
lying speech (false statements (i.e., telling 
lies) and acting on those while observing 
Saum (fast). 

1903. Narrated Aba Hurairah 
The Prophet said, "Whoever does not give 
up lying speech (false statements) and acting 
on those lies and evil actions etc., Allah is 
not in need of his leaving his food and drink 
[i.e., Allah will not accept his Saum 
(fasting)]". 

[See Fath Al-Ban] 

(9) CHAPTER. Should one say, "I am 
observing Saum (fast)" on being abused? 

1904. Narrated AbU Hurairah 'Alp-  Zui 
Allah's Messenger 	said, "Allah said, 'All 
the deeds of Adam's sons (people) are for 
them, except Saum (fasting) which is for Me, 
and I will give the reward for it.' Observing 

aum (fast) is a shield or protection (from the 
Hell-fire and from committing sins). If one of 
you is observing Saum (fast), he should avoid 
sexual relation with his wife and quarrelling, 
and if somebody should fight or quarrel with 
him, he should say, 'I am observing Saum 
(fast).' By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, 
the smell coming out from the mouth of a 
fasting person is better before Allah than the 
smell of musk. There are two pleasures for 
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the person observing aum, one at the time 
of Iftãr (breaking his fast), and the other at 
the time when he will meet his Lord; then he 
will be pleased because of his 5aum 
(fasting) ." 

(10) CHAPTER. As-Saum (the fasting) (is 
recommended) for those who fear 
committing illegal sexual acts, i.e., those 
who are unmarried. 

1905. Narrated 'Alqãma: While I was 
walking with 'Abdullãh i i 	he said, 
"We were in the company of the Prophet ç 
and he said, 'He who can afford to many 
should many, because it will help him to 
lower his gaze (from looking at forbidden 
things and other women), and save his 
private parts (from committing illegal sexual 
acts etc.), and he who cannot afford to many 
is advised to observe 5aum (fasting), as Saum 
(fasting) will restrain his sexual power." 

(11) CHAPTER. The statement of the 
Prophet 	"Start observing Saum (fasts) 
on seeing the crescent-moon of Ramadan, 
and stop observing Saum on seeing the 
crescent-moon (of Shawwãl).' 

And 'Ammãr said, "Whoever observes 
aum (fasting) on a doubtful day(l)  is 

disobeying Abül-Qasim (i.e., the Prophet 

1906. Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Umar 
L4i 	I: Allah's Messenger 	mentioned 
Ramadan and said, "Do not observe fasting 
unless you see the crescent-moon (of 
Ramadan), and do not give up fasting till 

- 
jy 4 :J 

LaJ 

:L4 

çc Li j 

DARt :-,] 

J ç;i; 	aL 

- 

:L4le 

:JUi )L. 	 3,L 

(1) (Ch .11) The doubtful day is the day that is not certainly the first of Ramadan, but 
perhaps the last of Sha'ban, the preceding month. 
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you see the crescent-moon of (Sawwäl), but 
if the sky is overcast and you can't see the 
moon, then act on estimation (i.e., count 
Sha'bãn as 30 days and Ramadan also as 30 
days) ." 

1907. Narrated 'Abdullãh bin 'Umar 
L4 	: Allah's Messenger 	said, 	"The 
month (can be) 29 nights (i.e., days), and do 
not fast till you see the crescent-moon, and if 
the sky is overcast, then complete Sha'ban as 
thirty days." 

1908. Narrated Ibn 'Umar 4 ii 
The Prophet said, "The month is like this 
and this," (at the same time he showed the 
fingers of both his hands thrice) and left out 
one thumb on the third time. 

1909. Narrated AbÜ Hurairah 	i 
The Prophet , or said AbUl-Qasim said 
"Start observing 5aum (fasts) on seeing the 
crescent-moon (of Ramadan), and give up 
observing Saum (fast) on seeing the crescent-
moon (of Shawwãl), and if the sky is overcast 
(and you cannot see it), complete thirty days 
of Sha'bän ." 

1910. Narrated Umm Salama 	ii 

The Prophet vowed to keep aloof from his 
wives for a period of one month, and after 
the completion of 29 days he went either in 
the morning or in the afternoon to his wives. 
Someone said to him "You vowed that you 
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would not go to your wives for one month ." 

He replied, "The month is of 29 days." 

1911. Narrated Anas L it 	Allah's 
Messenger vowed to keep aloof from his 
wives for one month, and he had dislocation 
of his leg. So, he stayed in a Mashrüba for 29 
nights and then came down. Some people 
said, "Cl Allah's Messenger! You vowed to 
stay aloof for one month," He replied, "The 
month is of 29 days." 

[See H. 3781 

(12) CHAPTER. The two months of 'Eid do 
not decrease. 

Narrated Abu 'AbdullAh, "Isaq said that 
if Ramadan is of 29 days, even then it is 
complete (in its superiority); Muhammad 
said, "It will not happen that there will be any 
decrease in their number and superiority." 

1912. Narrated AbU Bakra Z 	: The 
Prophet 	said, "The two months of 'Eid 
(i.e., Ramadan and DhuI-Hijjah), do not 
decrease (in superiority)."(') 

(1) (H.1912) There are many interpretations of this Ijadith, but the most common one is 
this: The good deeds done in these two months are rewarded fully whether these 
months are of 29 or 30 days. There is no harm if Muslims unknowingly start observing 
Saum (fast) on a wrong day, or stay at 'Arafat during Hajj on a day other than the 
prescribed one, on condition that the crescent should be watched carefully. For 
example, if two persons witness that they have seen the crescent and the people observe 
Sawn (fasts) or stay at 'Arafat accordingly, and later the two witnesses turn to be liars, 
the acts of worshipping performed by the Muslims will not be rejected by Allah. (Fath-
Al-Ban). 
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(13) CHAPTER. The Statement of the 
Prophet 01ç : "We neither write nor know 
accounts."  

1913. Narrated Ibn 'Umar L4 
The Prophet 1W, said, "We are an illiterate 
nation; we neither write, nor know accounts. 
The month is like this and this, i.e., 
sometimes of 29 days and sometimes of 30 
days."  

(14) CHAFFER. Not to observe Saum (fast) 
for a day or two ahead of Ramaãn. 

1914. Narrated Abü Hurairah i 
The Prophet 	said, "None of you should 
observe Saum (fast) for a day or two ahead of 
Ramadan unless he has the habit of observing 
Saum (Nawafil) (and if his fasting coincides 
with that day) then he can observe Saum 
(fast) on that day."  

(15) CHAFFER. The Statement of Allah 
j..,: "It is made lawful for you to have sexual 
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relations with your wives on the night of the U4I 	J 	=3 J 
As-Saum (the fasts). They are Libãs [i.e.,  
body cover or screen or Sakan () (i.e., 

 

'you enjoy the pleasure of living with her' — 
as in the Verse 7:189) — TafsirAt-Tabari], -- 	--- 	- - 	. 	_- ,, 
for you, and you are the same for them. - 
Allah knows that you used to deceive 
yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted [ 	AV 	- 	- 	1 	- 
your repentance) and forgave you. So, now 
have sexual relations with them and seek 
that which Allah has ordained for you 
(offspring)..." (V.2:187) 

1915. Narrated A1-Bara'e,:Itwas  
-- 

the custom among the companions of - 	- 	- 	- 
Muhammad 	that if any of them was  
observing As-Saum (fast) and the food was C, P- 
presented [for Iftar - breaking his Saum - 	- 
(fast)], but he slept before eating, he would - - 	 - 
not eat that night and the following day till U2 	 l 
sunset. 

	

,--- 	, 	- 	- 
'J 	U 	 Li 	Li 

Qais bin Sjrma Al-Anari was observing - 	- 	- 
Saum (fast) and came to his wife at the time L 

of Iftar and asked her whether she had 

	

- 	- 

	

Ji LL 	La 
anything to eat. She replied, 	No, but I -- 	- - 	- 
would go and bring something for you." He 
used to do hard work during the day, so he - 

:   Li u 	- 	- 
was overwhelmed by sleep and slept. When - - 
his wife came and saw him, she said, J. 	 LU LLi 
"Disappointment for you." When it was - 	 - 
midday on the following day, he fainted and - - 	- -- 
the Prophet 	was informed about the whole i 	Lii . LU Z-. Li 
matter; upon which the following Verses - 	- 	- 	- 
were revealed: "It is made lawful for you to  
have sexual relations with your wives on the . 	j1 
night of As-Saum (the fasts)..." c- 	• 	- 	- 

So they were rejoiced greatly by it. And  

then Allah also revealed:  

"...And eat and drink until the white -. 	, 	'-- 	- 	• -. 
thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct  
from the black thread (darkness of night)..." :)] 	['AY 	:J] 	4 
(V.2:187) [o.A 


