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men. And if there are not two men 
(available), then a man and two women, 
such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one 
of them (two women) errs, the other can 
remind her...'" (V.2:282) 

[added, "If one witness and the oath of 
the plaintiff were sufficient, there would be 
no need for one of the two women to remind 
the other." 

2668. Narrated Ibn AbU Mulaika: Ibn 
'Abbas wrote that the Prophet . gave his 
verdict on the basis of the defendant's oath. 

2669, 2670. Narrated AbU Wft'il: 
Ahdulläh (bin Mas'Ud 	 said, 

"Whoever takes a (false) oath in order to 
grab some property (unjustly), Allah will be 
angry with him when he will meet Him. Allah 
confirmed that through His Divine 
Revelation: 

'Verily, those who purchase a small gain 
at the cost of Allah's Covenant and their 
oaths.. (up to).. a painful torment.'" 
(V.3:77) 

Al-Ash'ath bin Qais came to us and asked, 
'What is AhU 'Abdur-Rahman (i.e., 
'Abdulläh) telling you?" We told him what 
he was narrating to us. He said, "He was 
telling the truth; this Divine Verse was 
revealed in connection with me. There was 
a dispute between me and another man about 
something and the case was presented before 
Allah's Messenger Omr who said, 'Produce 
your two witnesses or else the defendant is to 
take an oath.' I said, The defendant will 
surely take a (false) oath without heed.' The 
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(19) CHAPTER. The question of the judge to :Jl 	ç .fl.uil 	ji,L 	() 
the plaintiff, "Have you a proof?" before 

- 
asking the defendant to take an oath. -. -- 

2666, 2667. Narrated 'Abdullãh LU rv 
i: Allah's Messenger 	. said. "If somebody 

y 	L- 
takes a false oath 	in order to grab the ' 
property of a Muslim (unjustly) by that 3l 	 C. 
oath 	then Allah will he angry with him  
when he will 	meet 	Him. 	AI-Ash'ath 
i nformed me, "By Allah! This was said 

. 	. 

regarding me. There was a dispute about a -- 	•- 	 - j L lip piece of land between me and a man from the - 	 I - 

Jews who denied my right. Itook him to the JL 	: JU 	. 
Prophet 	. Allah's Messenger 	: asked me, 

L5 	41 
Do you have an evidence? I replied in the - 
negative. He said to the Jew 'Take in oath.'- 
I said 	'0 Allah's Messenger! He will surely  

4;• 	'- 	, 
take an oath and take my property unjustly'.' - 

So, Allah revealed: : 	 JL 
"Verily! those who purchase a small gain 

 
at the cost of Allah's Covenant and their 
oaths..." (V.3:77) : !u 	:J 	: 

11 	 a 

.[vv 	21 	5i 

[rv .r31 : 

(20) CHAPTER. The defendant must take an 	iJl ). 	,Li (•) 
oath in matters concerning property or legal 
punishments. 	 - 	 - - - 

The Prophet 	said, (that the plaintiff 	 : 	Ji 
must have) "Two witnesses, otherwise (the 	 -, 

U 	. 
defendant) should take the oath.' 	 - 	 - - 	 - - - 

Ibn Shubruma said, "When Abu Az- ) 	J  
Zinãd asked me my opinion about the 	 - 

-' LJ verdict that one witness and the oath of the  
plaintiff are sufficient, I said, "Allah 	 JU : 
stated 

	

	 A 

And get two witnesses out of your own 
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referred to by the Statement of Allah J-, : 
"And those of your women as have passed 

the age of monthly courses, (up to) until they 
deliver (their burdens)..... (V.65 :4) 

Al-Hasan bin $Alih said, "I saw a 
neighbouress of mine who became a 
grandmother at the age of twenty-one. "(1) 

2664. Narrated Ibn 'Umar L4i ii 
Allah's Messenger 	called me to present 
myself in front of him on the eve of the battle 
of Uhud, while I was fourteen years of age at 
that time, and he did not allow me to take 
part in that battle, but he called me in front 
of him on the eve of the battle of the Trench 
when I was fifteen years old, and he allowed 
me (to join the battle) ." Nafi' said, "I went to 
'Umar bin 'Abdul AzIz who was caliph at that 
time and related the above narration to him. 
He said, "This age (fifteen) is the limit 
between childhood and manhood," and 
wrote to his governors to give salaries to 
those who reached the age of fifteen 2 . 

2665. Narrated AbU Said A1-Khudri e; 
. The Prophet 	said, "Taking a bath 

on Friday is compulsory for those who have 
attained the age of puberty." 

L 5UJ i 44 	-- 
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(1) (Ch. 18) This woman attained puberty at the age of nine and married to give birth to a 
daughter at ten; the daughter had the same experience. 

(2) (H. 2664) When a Muslim reached the age of fifteen, he was regarded as a soldier 
ready to carry arms when required; on this basis he was given a salary. 
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2662. Narrated AbU Bakra 	i 	A 
man praised another man in front of the 
Prophet 	. The Prophet 	said to him, 
"Woe to you, you have cut off your 
companion's neck, you have cut off your 
companion's neck," repeating it several 
times and then added, "Whoever amongst 
you has to praise his brother should say, 'I 
think that he is so-and-so, and Allah knows 
exactly the truth, and I do not confirm 
anybody's good conduct before Allah, but I 
think him so-and-so,' if he really knows what 
he says about him." 

(17) CHAPTER. What is hated of 
exaggeration in praising, and one should 
say only what he knows. 

2663. Narrated AbU MUsa Al-Ash'ari 
: The Prophet . heard someone 

praising another and exaggerating in his 
praise. The Prophet 	said, "You have 
ruined or cut the man's back (by praising him 
much) ." 

(18) CHAPTER. The boys attaining the age 
of puberty and the validity of their witness. 

And the Statement of Allah )L: 
"And when the children among you come 

to puberty, then let them (also) ask for 
permission." (V.24:59) 

Al-Mugira said, "I attained puberty at 
the age of twelve."  The attaining of puberty 
by women is with the start of menses, as is 
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(16) CHAPTER. If only one man attests the 
(good) conduct of another, then it is 
sufficient. 

AhU Janlla said, "1 found a foundling, 

and when 'Umar saw me he said (what may 

mean). 'Perhaps what you intend to do will 
cause you rouhle,' as if he was accusing me 

(of denying my paternity of the child and 

cainhing falsely that he was a foundling). My 
monitor said, 'lie is really a pious man.' 

liniar said to me, 'If it is so, then go (and be 
the child's guardian) and we will provide for 

it (from the Muslim's treasury) 
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slander (against 'Aishah t 	-- the wife 
of the Prophet ) are a group among you...' 
(V.24:1 1) 

"When Allah gave the declaration of my 
innocence, AbU Bakr, who used to provide 
for Mistah bin Athatha, for he was his 
relative, said, 'By Allah, I will never 
provide Mistab with anything because of 
what he said about 'Aishah.' But Allah later 
revealed: 

'And let not those among you who are 
blessed with graces and wealth swear not to 
give (any sort of help).. up to.. Oft-forgiving, 
Most-Merciful.' (V.24:22) 

"After that Abu Bakr said, 'Yes! By 
Allah! I like that Allah should forgive me,' 
and resumed helping Mistab whom he used 
to help before 

'Aishah added: "Allah's Messenger . 
also asked Zainab bint Jahsh (i.e., the 
Prophet's wife) about me saying, 'What do 
you know and what did you see?' She replied, 
•O Allah's Messenger! I refrain to claim 
hearing or seeing what I have not heard or 
seen. By Allah, I know nothing except 
goodness about 'Aishah'."  'Aishah further 
added, "Zainab was competing with me (in 
her beauty and the Prophet's love), yet Allah 
protected her (from being malicious), for she 
had piety." 
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girl and did not have much knowledge of the 
Qur'an. I said, 'I know, by Allah, that you 
have listened to what people are saying and 
that has been planted in your minds and you 
have taken it as a truth. Now, if I told you 
that I am innocent, and Allah knows that I 
am innocent, you would not believe me, and 
if I confessed to you falsely that I am guilty, 
and Allah knows that I am innocent, you 
would believe me. By Allah, I cannot find for 
you and I, an example, except that of YUsuf's 
(Joseph's) father [i.e., Yaqüb (Jacob) 4J,  

who said, "... So, (for me) patience is 
most fitting. And it is Allah (Alone) Whose 
help can be sought against that (lie) which 
you describe.' (V.12:18). Then I turned to 
the other side of my bed hoping that Allah 
would prove my innocence. By Allah, I never 
thought that Allah would reveal Divine 
Revelation in my case, as I considered 
myself too inferior to be talked of in the 
Qur'an. I had hoped that Allah's Messenger 

might have a dream in which Allah would 
prove my innocence. By Allah, Allah's 
Messenger 	had not got up and nobody 
had left the house before the Divine 
Revelation came to Allah's Messenger 	. 
So, there overtook him (i.e., the Prophet ) 
the same state which used to overtake him, 
(when he used to have, on being inspired 
Divinely). He was sweating so much so that 
the drops of the sweat were dropping like 
pearls though it was a (cold) wintry day. 
When that state of Allah's Messenger was 
over, he was smiling and the first word he 
said, ' 'Aishah! Thank Allah, for Allah has 
declared your innocence.' My mother told 
me to go to Allah's Messenger . I replied, 
'By Allah I will not go to him and will not 
thank but Allah.' 

So Allah revealed: 
Verily! Those who brought forth the 
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hypocrites.' On this, the two tribes of 'AUs 
and Khazraj got excited and were about to 
fight each other, while Allah's Messenger j 
was standing on the pulpit. He got down and 
quietened them till they became silent and he 
kept quiet. ('Aishah Li i 	; continued:) 
On that day I kept on weeping so much so 
that neither did my tears stop, nor could I 
sleep. 

In the morning my parents were with me 
and I had wept for two nights and a day, till I 
thought my liver would burst from weeping. 
While they were sitting with me and I was 
weeping, an Ansãri woman asked my 
permission to enter, and I allowed her to 
come in. She sat down and started weeping 
with me. While we were in this state, Allah's 
Messenger jgt came and sat down and he had 
never sat with me since the day they forged 
the accusation. No revelation regarding my 
case came to him for a month. He recited 
Shahadah (i.e., La ilãha illallah wa anna 
Muhammad-ar-Rasul Allah—none has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah, and 
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) and then 
said, '0 'Aishah! I have been informed such 
and such about you; if you are innocent, then 
Allah will soon reveal your innocence, and if 
you have committed a sin, then repent to 
Allah and ask Him to forgive you, for when a 
person confesses his sin and asks Allah for 
forgiveness, Allah accepts his repentance.' 
When Allah's Messenger 	finished his 
speech, my tears ceased completely and 
there remained not even a single drop of it. 
I requested my father to reply to Allah's 
Messenger on my behalf. My father said, 
'By Allah, I do not know what to say to 
Allah's Messenger .' I said to my mother, 
'Talk to Allah's Messenger on my behalf.' 
She said, 'By Allah, I do not know what to 
say to Allah's Messenger .' I was a young 
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added, '0 Allah's Messenger! Keep your 
wife, for, by Allah, we know nothing about 
her but good.' 'Alt bin AN Talib said, '0 
Allah's Messenger! Allah has not imposed 
restrictions on you, and there are many 
women other than she, yet you may ask the 
woman-servant who will tell you the truth.' 
On that Allah's Messenger 	called Barira 
and said, '0 Barira! Did you ever see 
anything which roused your suspicions 
about her?' Barira said. 'No, by Allah Who 
has sent you with the Truth, I have never 
seen in her anything faulty except that she is a 
girl of immature age, who sometimes sleeps 
and leaves the dough for the goats to eat.' On 
that day Allah's Messenger , ascended the 
pulpit and requested that somebody support 
him in punishing 'Abdullãh bin Ubai bin 
Salul. Allah's Messenger . said, 'Who will 
support me to punish that person ('Abdullãh 
bin Ubai bin SalUl) who has hurt me by 
slandering the reputation of my family? By 
Allah, I know nothing about my family but 
good, and they have accused a person about 
whom I know nothing except good, and he 
never entered my house except in my 
company.' 

Sa'd bin Mu'ãdh got up and said, '0 
Allah's Messenger! By Allah, I will relieve 
you from him. If that man is from the tribe of 
the 'Aus, then we will chop his head off, and 
if he is from our brothers, the Khazraj, then 
order us, and we will fulfill your order.' On 
that Sa'd bin 'Ubada, chief of the Khazraj 
and before this incident, he had been a pious 
man, got up, motivated by his zeal for his 
tribe and said, 'By Allah, you have told a lie; 
you cannot kill him, and you will never be 
able to kill him.' On that Usaid bin Al-
Uudair got up and said (to Sa'd bin 'Ubada), 
'By Allah! you are a liar. By Allah, we will kill 
him; and you are a hypocrite, defending the 
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But he would come, greet and say, 'How is 
that (girl)?' I did not know anything of what 
was going on till I recovered from my ailment 
and went out with Umm Mistah to the 
Manãsi' where we used to answer the call of 
nature, and we used not to go to answer the 
call of nature except from night to night and 
that was before we had lavatories near to our 
houses. And this habit of ours was similar to 
the habit of the old Arabs in the open country 
(or away from houses). So, I and Umm 
Mistah bin Ruhm went out walking. Umm 
Mistah stumbled because of her long dress 
and on hat she said, 'Let Mistah be ruined.' 
I said, 'You are saying a bad word. Why are 
you abusing a man who took part in (the 
battle of) Badr?' She said, '0 Hanta (you 
there), didn't you know what they said?' 
Then she told me the rumours of the false 
accusers. My sickness was aggravated, and 
when I returned home, Allah's Messenger 
came to me, and after greeting he said, 'How 
is that (girl)?' I requested him to allow me to 
go to my parents. I wanted then to be sure of 
the news through them. Allah's Messenger 
kt allowed me, and I went to my parents and 
asked my mother, 'What are the people 
talking about?' She said, '0 my daughter! 
Don't worry much about this matter. By 
Allah, never is there a charming woman 
loved by her husband who has other wives, 
but the women would forge false news about 
her.' I said, 'Glorified is Allah! Are the 
people really talking of this matter?' That 
night I kept on weeping and could not sleep 
till morning. (The subnarrator added:) In 
the morning Allah's Messenger ; called 'All 
bin Abi Talib and Usama bin Zaid, when he 
saw the Divine Revelation delayed, to 
consult them about divorcing his wife (i.e., 
'Aishah). Usama bin Zaid said what he knew 
of the good reputation of his wives and 


