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boat. The people of the upper part came and 
asked him, (saying), 'What is wrong with 
you?' He replied, 'You have been troubled 
much by me (coming up to you), and I have 
to get water.' Now, if they prevent him from 
doing that they will save him and themselves, 
but if they leave him (to do what he wants), 
they will destroy him and themselves (1)  

(See H. 2493) 
2687. Narrated Umm Al-'Alã that when 

the Ansar drew lots as to which of the 
emigrants should dwell with which of the 
Ansar, the name of 'Uthman bin Maz'un 
came out (to be in their lot). Umm Al-'Ala 
further said, " 'Uthmän stayed with us, and 
we nursed him when he got sick, but he died. 
We shrouded him in his clothes, and Allah's 
Messenger came to our house and I said, 
(addressing the dead 'Uthmãn), '0 AbU As-
Sa'ib! May Allah be Merciful to you. I testify 
that Allah has blessed you.' The Prophet ttj 
said to me, 'How do you know that Allah has 
blessed him?' I replied, 'I do not know 0 
Allah's Messenger! May my parents be 
sacrificed for you.' Allah's Messenger 
said, 'As regards 'Uthman, by Allah he has 
died and I really wish him every good, yet, by 
Allah, although I am Allah's Messenger, I do 
not know what will be done to him." Umm 
Al-'Ala added, "By Allah, I shall never attest 
the piety of anybody after him. And what 
Allah's Messenger , said made me sad." 
Umm Al-'Ala further said, "Once I slept and 
saw in a dream, a flowing stream for 
Uthmãn. So, I went to Allah's Messenger 

and told him about it, he said, 'That is 
(the symbol of) his (good) deeds." 

(1) (H. 2686) This means that one should not only avoid violating Allah's limits but should 
prevent others from doing so; otherwise the whole society gets corrupted and the good 
and the evil people are destroyed without discrimination. 
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(30) CHAPTER. Drawing lots to solve 
problems. 

And the Statement of Allah 
"...When they cast lots with their pens as 

to which of them should be charged with the 
care of Maryam (Mary).....(V.3:44) 

Ibn 'Abbas (explaining the Verse) said, 
"They drew lots (by throwing their pens in 
the river); the pens went along the stream 
except Zakariya's pen which stood stationary 
against the flow of the stream, and so 
Zakariya was charged with the care of 
Maiyam 

Allah also said, "Fasahama! He (Prophet 
Jonah 	4i) (agreed to) cast lots, and he 
was among the losers," means, "the lot fell 
on him". (V.37:141) 

Narrated Abu Hurairah 	i 	"The 
Prophet ordered some people to take an 
oath, and all of them hurried to take it, but 
he ordered that lots be cast as to which of 
them should take the oath (first) ." 

2686. Narrated An-Nu'mãn bin Bashir 
The Prophet , said, "The 

example of the person abiding by Allah's 
Orders and Limits (or the one who abides by 
the limits and regulations prescribed by 
Allah) in comparison to the one who do 
wrong and violate Allah's Limits and orders 
is like the example of people drawing lots for 
seats in a boat. Some of them got seats in the 
upper part while the others in the lower part; 
those in the lower part have to pass by those 
in the upper one to get water, and that 
troubled the latter. One of them (i.e., the 
people in the lower part) took an axe and 
started making a hole in the bottom of the 
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(29) CHAPTER. 'A1-Mushrikün (idolaters, 
polytheists, and pagans) should not be asked 
to give witness or the like (i.e., their 
witnesses are not acceptable). 

Ash-Sha'b said, "The witnesses of the 
people of the different religions against one 
another is not valid,' as Allah j.-i 	says: 

'So, We planted amongst them enmity 
and hatred..." (V.5:14) 

Abu I-Iurairah 	 said, "The 
Prophet , said, 'Neither believe the people 
of the Scriptures, nor disbelieve them, but 
say: We believe in Allah and whatever was 
revealed by Him.'" 

2685. Narrated 'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah 
bin 'Utba: Ibn 'Abbãs 4, 	said, "0 
assembly of Muslims! How do you ask the 
people of the Scriptures, though your Book 
(i.e., the Qur'ãn) which was revealed to His 
Prophet 	is the most recent information 
from Allah and you recite it, (the Qur'an) 
that has not been distorted? Allah has 
informed you that the people of the 
Scriptures distorted and changed what was 
revealed to them, with their own hands and 
they said (as regards their changed 
Scriptures): 'This is from Allah,'  in order to 
get some worldly benefit thereby."  Ibn AbbAs 
added, "Isn't the knowledge revealed to you 
sufficient to prevent you from asking them? 
By Allah, I have never seen any one of them 
asking you (Muslims) about what has been 
revealed to you 

(1) (Ch. 29) Al-Ijasan and some other scholars say that the witness of somebody against 
someone belonging to another religion, is not valid, but it is valid if the two persons 
belong to the same religion. Ash-Sha'bi permits the witness of Muslims in cases 
involving non-Muslims. 
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to be dishonest, 
(3) Whenever he promises, he breaks his 

promise." (See H. 33) 

2683. Narrated Muhammad bin 'All: 
Jãbir bin 'Abdullãh L4i 	said, 
"When the Prophet 	died, Abu Bakr 
received some property from Al-'Alã bin 
Al-Haçlraml. AbU Bakr said to the people, 
'Whoever has a money claim on the Prophet 

, or was promised something by him, 
should come to us (so that we may pay him 
his right).'" Jabir added, "I said (to AbU 
Bakr), 'Allah's Messenger 	promised me 
that he would give me this much, and this 
much, and this much (spreading his hands 
three times)'."  Jabir added, "Abo Bakr 
counted for me and handed me five 
hundred (gold pieces), and then five 
hundred, and then five hundred." 

2684. Narrated Sa'id bin Jubair: A Jew 
from Hira asked me which one of the two 
periods MUsa (i.e., Prophet Moses LJ d) 

completed. I said, "I don't know, (but wait) 
till I see the most learned Arab and enquire 
him about it."  So, I went to Ibn 'Abbas and 
asked him. He replied, "Musa completed the 
longer and better period."  Ibn 'Abbãs added, 
"No doubt, a Messenger of Allah always does 
what he says." 
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(28) CHAPTER. Whoever sees that promises 
should be fulfilled. 

Al-Uasan supported this judgement. 
(Allah says:) 

"And mention in the Book (the Qur'an) 
Isnia'i1 (Ishmael): Verily! He was true to 
what he promised." (V.19:54) 

Ibn Al-Ashwa' judged that promises 
should be fulfilled, and he mentioned that 
Samura adopted the same opinion. 

Narrated Al-Miswar bin Makhrama ; 
LL 	: I heard the Prophet 	saying: 
(about one of his sons-in-law), "He promised 
me and fulfilled his promise."  Narrated AbU 
'Abdullãh (Al-Bukhãri): I saw Isaq bin 
Ibrahim depending on Ibn Ashwa's 
narration in giving verdicts. 

2681. Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas 
..4L 	: AbU Sufyan told me that Heraclius 
said to him, "When I enquired you what he 
(i.e., Muhammad 	) ordered you, you 
replied that he ordered you to establish the 
Salat (prayer), to speak the truth, to be 
chaste, to keep promises and to pay back 
trusts." Then Heraclius added, "These are 
really the qualities of a Prophet." (See H. 7) 

2682. Narrated Aba Hurairah i 
AILIh's Messenger 	said, "The signs of a 
hypocrite are three: 

(1) Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie, 
(2) Whenever he is entrusted, he proves 
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during the month of Ramadan ." The man 
said, "Am Ito fast any other days?" Allah's 
Messenger 	said, "No, unless you wish to 
observe the optional fast voluntarily." Then 
Allah's Messenger 	told him about the 
compulsory Zakat. The man asked, "Do I 
have to give anything besides?" Allah's 
Messenger 	said, "No, unless you wish to 
give in charity voluntarily." So, the man 
departed saying, "By Allah I will neither do 
more nor less than that." Allah's Messenger 

said, "If he has said the truth he will be 
successful." (See H. 46) 

2679. Narrated 'Abdullãh Z .i 	The 
Prophet 	said, "Whoever has to take an 
oath should swear by Allah or keep quiet." 
(i.e., He should not swear by other than 
Allah.) 
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(27) CHAPTER. Whoever produces the 
proof after (the defendant) has taken the 
oath. 

The Prophet ; said, "Perhaps some of 
you are more eloquent and persuasive in 
presenting their arguments than their 
opponents." Tawas, Ibrahim and Shuraih 
said, "A clear, just evidence (produced by 
the plaintiff) is more valid than a false oath 
(taken by the defendant) 

2680. Narrated Umm Salama t 
Once Allah's Messenger 	said, "You 
people present your cases to me and some 
of you may be more eloquent and persuasive 
in presenting their arguments. So, if I give 
some one's right to another (wrongly) 
because of the latter's (tricky) presentation 
of the case, I am really giving him a piece of 
fire; so he should not take it 
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by revealing the Divine Verse: 
'Verily, those who purchase a small gain 

at the cost of Allah's Covenant and their 
oaths.. (up to).. a painful torment'" 
(V.3:77) 

Al-Ash'ath met me and asked, "What did 
'Abdullãh tell you today?" I said, "Such and 
such." He said, "The Verse was revealed 
regarding my case 

(26) CHAPTER. How (and with what) to 
swear? 

Allah 	said: 
"They swear by Allah..." (V.9:56, 62, 

74,95). 
And Allah j-, ,c said: 

...They come to you swearing by Allah: 
'We meant no more than goodwill and 
conciliation'."  (V.4:62) 

The expressions used in Arabic for 'By 
Allah' are: Bit-lãhi, Ta1-lhi, Wal-lahi. 

The Prophet 	said, "And a man who 
takes a false oath in the Name of Allah after 
the 'Asr prayer. The Prophet . said, "One 
should not swear except by Allah."  

2678. Narrated Talba  bin 'Ubaidullah 
: A man came to Allah's Messenger 

asking him about Islam, Allah's Messenger 
said, 
(1) "You have to offer five compulsory 

congregational Salfit (prayers) in a day and a 
night (24 hours)." The man asked, "Are 
there any more compulsory a1at (prayers) 
for me?" Allah's Messenger 	said, "No, 
unless you like to offer Nawafil (i.e., optional 
aiat)." Allah's Messenger ; then added, 

(2) "You have to observe Saum (fasts) 
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(24) CHAPTER. If (some people have to take 
an oath) and each of them wants to take it 
first. 

2674. Narrated AbU Hurairah Z 
The Prophet . asked some people to take an 
oath, and they hwried for it. The Prophet . 
ordered that lots should be drawn amongst 
them as to who would take the oath first. 

(25) CHAPTFR. The Statement of Allah 

"Verily, those who purchase a small gain at 
the cost of Allah's Covenant and their oaths, 
they shall have no portion in the Hereafter 
(Paradise). Neither will Allah speak to 
them, nor look at them on the Day of 
Resurrection nor will He purify them, and 
they shall have a painful torment." (V.3:77) 

2675. Narrated 'AbdullAh bin Abu Aufa 
L4 	A man displayed some goods in 
the market and took a false oath that he had 
been offered so much for them, though he 
was not offered that amount. Then the 
following Divine Verse was revealed: 

"Verily, those who purchase a small gain 
at the cost of Allah's Covenant and their 
oaths."  (V.3:77) 

Ibn AbU Aifa added, "Such person as 
described above is a treacherous Riba-eater 
(i.e., eater of usury) ." 

2676, 2677. Narrated AbU Wa'il from 
'Abdullãh 	 The Prophet , said, 
"Whoever takes a false oath in order to grab 
another man's (or his brother's) property, 
then Allah will be angry with him when he 
will meet Him."  Then Allah confirmed this 
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them (from the sins), and they shall have a 
painful torment. (They are): 

(1) A man possessed superfluous water on 
a way and he withheld it from the travellers, 

(2) A man who gives a Baia (pledge) to a 
Muslim ruler and gives it only for worldly 
gains. If the ruler gives him what he wants, 
he remains obedient to it, otherwise he does 
not abide by it, and 

(3) A man bargains with another man 
after the 'Ar prayer and the latter takes a 
false oath in the Name of Allah claiming that 
he has been offered so much for the thing and 
the former (believes him and) buys it."  

(23) CHAPTER. The defendant has to take 
an oath wherever it becomes legally 
compulsory, and it is not imperative to 
take him from his place to another place 
(i.e., a sacred place like a mosque) for this 
purpose. 

Marwan ordered Zaid bin Thabit to take 
an oath on the pulpit, but the latter said, "I 
will take an oath at my place," and started 
taking the oath and refused to take it on 
pulpit. Marwan was surprised at his refusal. 
The Prophet 	said to the plaintiff, 
"Produce your two witnesses, or else the 
defendant has to take an oath."  But he did 
not specify (where the oath was to be taken). 

2673. Narrated Ibn Mas'Ud 	Zi 	: 
The Prophet 	said, "Whoever takes a 
(false) oath in order to grab (others) 
property, then Allah will be angry with him 
when he will meet Him."  
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Prophet said, 'Whoever takes a false oath 
in order to grab (other's) property, then 
Allah will be angry with him when he will 
meet Him. Then Allah revealed its 
confirmation. Al-Ash'ath then recited the 
above Divine Verse."  (V.3:77) 

(21) CHAPTER. If someone claims 
something or accuses somebody of illegal 
sexual intercourse, he should search for the 
proof and he is to be given a respite to get an 
evidence. 

2671. Narrated Ibn 'Abbãs L4L 
Hilal bin Umaiyya accused his wife before the 
Prophet 	of committing illegal sexual 
intercourse with Shank bin Sahma'. The 
Prophet 	said, "Produce a proof, or else 
you would get the legal punishmnt (by being 
lashed) on your back." Hilal said, "0 Allah's 
Messenger! If anyone of us saw another man 
over his wife, would he go to search for a 
proof?" The Prophet 	went on saying, 
"Produce a proof or else you would get the 
legal punishment (by being lashed) on your 
back." The Prophet ; then mentioned the 
narration of Li'an' (as in the Holy Book). 
(Surat An-Nür: No.24) 

(22) CHAPTER. The taking of an oath after 
the 'A.yr prayer. 

2672. Narrated Abo Hurairah 
Allah's Messenger . said, "There are three 
types of people whom Allah will neither 
speak to them nor look at them nor purify 

(1) (H. 2671) Literally, Li'ãn means cursing, legally it means an oath by which a husband 
claims that his wife has committed illegal sexual intercourse. The wife in her turn 
denies the accusation and takes a similar oath. In both oaths Allah is invoked to curse 
the liar. The case ends with divorce but no punishment is imposed on any of the two 
because there are no witnesses to confirm the accusation. 


