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(18) CHAPTER. When your servant brings 
your meal to you? 

2557. Narrated AbU Hurairah 2 t 

The Prophet 	said, "When your servant 
brings your meal to you then if you, do not let 
him sit and share the meal, you should at 
least give him a mouthful or two mouthfuls of 
that meal or a meal or two meals, as he has 
prepared it 

(19) CHAPTER. The slave is a guardian of 
the property of his master. 

The Prophet 	has referred the 
ownership of the property to the master. 

2558. Narrated 'Abdullãh bin 'Umar 
4ii 'W- i that he heard Allah's Messenger 

saying, "Everyone of you is a guardian and is 
responsible for his charge; the ruler is a 
guardian and is responsible for his subjects; 
the man is a guardian of his family and 
responsible for his charges; a woman is a 
guardian of her husband's house and 
responsible for her charges; and the servant 
is a guardian of his master's property and is 
responsible for his charge." I definitely heard 
the above from the Prophet jf  and think that 
the Prophet 	also said, "A man is a 
guardian of his father's property and 
responsible for his charges; so everyone of 
you is a guardian and responsible for his 
charges." 
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(20) CHAPTER. If somebody beats a slave, 
he should avoid his face. 

2559. Narrated Abü Hurairah Z I 
The Prophet jW, said, "If somebody fights (or 
beats somebody) then he should avoid 
(hitting) the face."  
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50— THE BOOK OF AL-MUKA TAB 

(A slave who binds himself to pay a certain 
amount equivalent for his freedom by 

seeking writing of emancipation from his 
master). 

CHAPTER. The sin of one who falsely 
accuses his slave of illegal sexual 
intercourse. 
(1) CHAPTER. AI-Mukãtab and the payment 
of his price by yearly installment. 

And Allah's Statement: 
"..And such of your slaves as seek a 

writing (of emancipation), give them such 
writing, if you find that there is good and 
honesty in them. And give them something 
(yourselves) out of the wealth of Allah which 
He has bestowed upon you.....(V.24:33) 

Narrated Ibn Juraij : I asked 'Ata', "Will it 
be necessary for me to give a slave the writing 
of emancipation if I come to know that such a 
slave has money or property?" 'Ata' replied, 
"I consider it obligatory." 

'Amr bin Dinar asked 'Atã', "Have you a 
proof (narration) for your verdict?" He 
replied in the negative and added that 
Musa bin Anas told him that Sir-in sought 
from Anas a writing of emancipation, and 
SIne was a very rich slave, but Anas refused 
to grant him his desire. Sirin went to 'Umar 

: who ordered Anas with his lash and 
recited: 

'Give them such writing, if you find that 
there is good and honesty in them...' 
(V.24:33) 

Anas then gave him a writing (of 
emancipation) ." 

2560. Narrated 'Aishah 	 that 
Barira came to seek her help in her writing of 
emancipation and she had to pay five Uqiya 
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(of gold) by five yearly installments. 'Aishah 
said to her, "Do you think that if I pay the 
whole sum at once, your masters will sell you 
to me, and I will free you and your Wald'(' )  

will be for me ."  Barira went to her masters 
and told them about that offer. They said 
that they would not agree to it unless her 
Wald would be for them. ' Aishah further 
said, "I went to Allah's Messenger ; and 
told him about it." Allah's Messenger said 
to her, "Buy Baiira and manumit her and the 
Wald' will be for the liberator." Allah's 
Messenger 	then got up and said, "What 
about those people who stipulate conditions 
that are not present in Allah's Laws? If 
anybody stipulates a condition which is not in 
Allah's Laws, then what he stipulates is 
invalid. Allah's Conditions (Laws) are the 
truth and are more solid." 

(2) CHAPTER. What conditions are 
permissible for a writing of emancipation 
and whoever stipulates conditions that are 
not (present) in Allah's Book (i.e., not in 
accordance with Allah's Laws). 

Ibn 'Umar narrated (the above). 
2561. Narrated 'Urwa that 'Aishah 

L told him that Barira came to seek her 
help in her writing of emancipation (for a 
certain sum) and at that time she had not 
paid anything of it. 'Aishah said to her, "Go 
back to your masters, and if they agree that I 
will pay the amount of your writing of 
emancipation and get your Wald', I will do 

(1) (H. 2560) Wald': See glossary 



50— THE BOOK OF AL-MUKA TAB 	 til 	- 	424 

so."  Barira informed her masters of that but 
they refused and said, "If she (i.e., 'Aishah) 
is seeking Allah's Reward, then she can do 
so, but your Wald' will be for us."  'Aishah 
mentioned that to Allah's Messenger who 
said to her, "Buy and manumit her, as the 
Walã' is for the liberator."  Allah's Messenger 

then got up and said, "What about the 
people who stipulate conditions which are 
not present in Allah's Laws? Whoever 
imposes conditions which are not present in 
Allah's Laws, then those conditions will be 
invalid, even if he imposed these conditions a 
hundred times. Allah's Conditions (Laws) 
are the truth and are more solid." 

2562. Narrated 'Abdullãh bin 'Umar 
4. : 'Aishah 	wanted to buy a 
slave-girl in order to manumit her. The girl's 
masters stipulated that her Wald' would be 
for them. Allah's Messenger 	said (to 
'Aishah), "What they stipulate should not 
stop you, for the Wald' is for the liberator."  

(3) CHAPTER. A1-Mukatab is permitted to 
ask others to help him (get his liberation). 

2563. Narrated 'Aishah ti t 	Barira 
came (to 'Aishah) and said, "I have made a 
contract of emancipation with my masters for 
nine Uqiya (of gold) to be paid in yearly 
installments. Therefore, I seek your help." 
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'Aishah said, "If your masters agree, I will 
pay them the sum at once and free you on 
condition that your Wald' will be for me." 
Barira went to her masters but they refused 
that offer. She (came back) and said, "I 
presented to them the offer but they refused, 
unless the Wald' will be for them." Allah's 

	

Messenger 	heard of that and asked me 
about it, and I told him about it. On that he 
said, "Buy and manumit her and stipulate 
that the Wald' should be for you, as Wald' is 
for the liberator." 'Aishah added, "Allah's 

	

Messenger 	then got up amongst the 
people, glorified and praised Allah, and 
said, 'Then after: What about some people 
who impose conditions which are not present 
in Allah's Laws? So, any condition which is 
not present in Allah's Laws is invalid even if 
they were one hundred conditions. Allah's 
Ordinance is the truth, and Allah's Condition 
is stronger and more solid. Why do some 
men from you say, '0 so-and-so! Manumit 
the slave but the Wald' will be for me?' 
Verily, the Wala' is for the liberator." 

(4) CHAFFER. The selling of a Mukãtab on 
his agreement. 

	

'Aishah 	i 	; said, "A Mukatab 
remains a slave as long as he has not paid the 
whole amount." Zaid bin Thãbit said, "He 
remains a slave even if he owed one 
Dirham." Ibn 'Umar said, "He remains a 
slave whether living or dead, or became 
insane, so long as he still has to pay 
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something (from the writing of 
emancipation) ." 

2564. Narrated 'Amra hint 'Abdur-
Rahrnãn: Barira went to 'Aishah, the 
Mother of the faithful believers 	i 
to seek her help in her emancipation. 'Aishah 
said to her, "If your masters agree, I will pay 
them your price in a lump sum and manumit 
you." Barira mentioned that offer to her 
maslers but they refused to sell her unless the 
Wall' will be for them. 'Aishah jold Allah's 
Messenger i  about it. He said, "Buy and 
manumit her as the Wald' is for the 
liberator."  

(5) CHAPTER. If a Mukatab slave asks 
somebody to buy and free him, it is 
permissible for that person to buy him. 

2565. Narrated 'Abdul Wahid bin Aiman: 
I went to 'Aishah 	and said, "I was 
the slave of Utba bin Aba Lahab. 'Utba died 
and his scns became my masters who sold me 
to Ibn AbU 'Amr who manumitted me. The 
sons of 'Utba stipulated that my Wald' should 
be for them."  'Aishah said, "Barira came to 
me and she was given the writing of 
emancipation by her masters and she asked 
me to buy and manumit her. I agreed to it, 
but Barira told me that her masters would not 
sell her unless her Wald' will be for them." 
'Aishah said, "I am not in need of that." 
When the Prophet jW heard that, or he was 
told about it, he asked 'Aishah about it. 
'Aishah mentioned what Barira had told her. 
The Prophet said, "Buy and manumit her 
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and let them stipulate whatever they like."  
So, 'Aishah bought and manumitted her and 
her masters stipulated that her Wald' should 
be for them. The Prophet 	said, "The 
Wald' will be for the liberator even if they 
stipulated a hundred conditions." 
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51- THE BOOK OF GIFTS AND 	t#Wabj 44 61 
THE SUPERIORITY OF GIVING GIFTS 

AND THE EXHORTATION FOR 
GIVING GIFTS 

(1) CHAFFER Superiority of giving gifts. 

2566. Narrated AbU Hurairah Z 	: 
The Prophet j said, "0 Muslim women! 
None of you should look down upon the gift 
sent by her she-neighbour even if it were the 
trotters of the sheep (fleshless part of legs) ." 

2567. Narrated 'Urwa: 'Aishah 
said to me, "Cl my nephew! We used to see 
the crescent, and then the crescent in this 
way we saw three crescents in two months 
and no fire (for cooking) used to be made in 
the houses of Allah's Messenger . I said, 
"0 my aunt! Then what use to sustain you?" 
'Aishah said, "The two black things: dates 
and water, our neighbours from Anãr had 
some Mana'i 1  and they used to present 
Allah's Messenger some of their milk and 
he used to make us drink." 

(2) CHAFFER. Giving a little as a gift. 

(1) (Ch. 2567) Mana'ih is the plural of Maniia , which means a special sort of gift in the 
form of a she-camel or a sheep which is given temporarily so that its milk may be used 
and then it is returned to the owner. 
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2568. Narrated AbU Hurairah 	ii 
The Prophet 	said, "I shall accept the 
invitation even if I were invited to a meal of a 
sheep's trotter, and I shall accept the gift 
even if it were an arm or a trotter of a sheep."  

(3) CHAPTER. Whoever asks his friends to 
grant him a gift. 

Narrated Abü Sa'id that the Prophet ; 
said, "Assign a share for me with you."  

2569. Narrated Sahi 	 The 
Prophet 	sent for a woman from the 
emigrants and she had a slave who was a 
carpenter. The Prophet ; said to her "Order 
your slave to prepare the wood (pieces) for 
the pulpit."  So, she ordered her slave who 
went and cut the wood from the tamarisk and 
prepared the pulpit for the Prophet 	. 
When he finished the pulpit, the woman 
informed the Prophet M that it had been 
finished. The Prophet jW asked her tosend 
that pulpit to hii, so they brought it. The 
Prophet 	lifted it and placed it at the place 
in which you see now." 

2570. Narrated 'Abdullãh bin AbU Qatada 
Al-Aslami that his father Z 	i 	said, 
"One day I was sitting with some of the 
Prophet's companions on the way to 
Makkah. Allah's Messenger 40 was ahead 
of us. All of my companions were in the state 
of Ihram while I was a non-Muhrim. They saw 
an onager while I was busy repairing my 
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