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702. Narrated Abu Mas'Ud 	: A 
man cjme and said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
By AIiai 	keep away from the (early) 
morning prayer (Fjr prayer) only because 
so-and-so prolongs the Salat (prayer) when 

leads us in it."  The narrator said, "I never 
Allah's Messenger 	more furious in 

giving advice than he was at that time. He 
then said, "Some of you make people dislike 
good deeds (the Salat). So, whoever among 
you leads the people in Salat should shorten 
it because among them are the weak, the old 
and the one who is in a state that requires 
urgent relief." 

(62) CHAPTER. When offering Salãt 
(prayer) alone, one can prolong the Salãt 
as much as one wishes. 

703. Narrated Abü Hurairah L 
Allah's Messenger . said, "If anyone of you 
leads the people in the Saldt (prayer), he 
should shorten it, for amongst them are the 
weak, the sick and the old; and if anyone 
among you offer prayers alone then he may 
prolong (the prayer) as much as he wishes." 

(63) CHAPTER. Complaining against one's 
Imam if he prolongs the prayer. 

AbU Usaid said, "0 my son! You have 
prolonged the prayer 

704. Narrated AbU Mas'Ud 	A 
man came and said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I 
keep away from the early morning prayer 
(Fajr prayer) because so-and-so (Imam) 
prolongs it too much." Allah's Messenger 

. became furious and I had never seen him 
more furious than he was on that day. The 
Prophet 	said, "0 people! Some of you 
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make others hate or dislike the good deeds 
[e.g., the Salat (prayers etc.)] so whoever 
becomes an Imãm he should shorten (the 
prayer), as behind him are the weak, the old 
and the one who is in a state that requires 
urgent relief. 

705. Narrated Jãbir bin 'Abdulläh Al- 
Anãri L.4i I 	Once a man was driving 
two Nãdiha (camels used for agricultural 
purposes) and night had fallen. He found 
Mu'ãdh offering Salat (prayers) so he made 
his camel kneel and joined Mu'ãdh in Salat. 
The latter recited Sürat Al-Baqarah or Sarat 
An-Nisa, (so) the man left the Salat and went 
away. When he came to know that Mu'ãdh 
had criticised him, he went to the Prophet 
and complained against Mu'adh. The 
Prophet . said thrice, "0 Mu'ãdh! Are 
you putting the people to trial? It would have 
been better if you had recited Sabbih Isma 
Rabbikal-a'la (Sarah 87), Wash-Shamsi 
wadu-haha (Sürah 91), or Wal-laili Id/ia 
yaghsha (Sürah 92)", for the old, the weak 
and the one who is in a state that requires 
urgent relief offers Salat behind you."  

Jãbir said that Mu'ãdh recited Sarat Al-
Baqarah in the 'Isj1ã' prayer. 



10–THE BOOK OFA)IiN 	 1. 1402 

(64) CHAPTER. The shortening and 	LJ) i 	JI 	L (t) 
perfection of the prayer (by the !rnãtn). 	 - 

706. Narrated Anas L 	 The 

Prophet 	usea to offer a short .aldt 

(prayer) (in congregation) but used to offer 

it in a perfect manner. 

(65) CHAPTER. Whoever cuts short ,4s-Salãt 

(the prayer) on hearing the cries of a child. 

707. Narrated 'Ahdulkih bin Ahi Qatada: 

My father said. "The Prophet said, 'When 

1 stand for As-Saldt (the prayer). I intend to 

prolong it but on hearing the cries of a child. 

I cut it short, as I dislike to trouble the child's 

mother'. 

708. Narrated Anas bin Mälik 	—,:1 

never offered prayers behind any Imüm a 

alat (prayer) lighter and more perfect than 

that behind the Prophet 	; and he used to 

cut it short whenever he heard the cries of a 

child lest he should put the child's mother to 

trial. 

709. Narrated Anas bin Mälik 

The Prophet 	said, "When I start Ac-ilãt 

(the prayer) I intend to prolong it, but on 
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hearing the cries of a child, I cut short the 
Salat (prayer) because I know that the cries of 
the child will incite its mother's passions." 

710. Narrated Anas bin Mãlik 	a 
The Prophet 	said, "Whenever I start A- 
Salat (the prayer) I intend to prolong it, but 
on hearing the cries of a child, I cut it short 
because I know that the cries of the child will 
incite its mother's passions." 

(66) CHAPTER. If one offers 5alãt (prayer) 
and then leads the people in Salãi'. 

711. Narrated Jäbir bin 'Ahdullãh 
4: Mu'dh used to offer Salãt (prayer) 

with the Prophet 	and then go and lead his 
people (tribe) in the Sa1ãt. 

(67) CHAPTER. One who repeats the Takbir 
(AllOhuAkbar) of the lmãm so that the people 
may hear it. 

712. Narrated Aishah 	: When 
the Prophet 	became ill in his fatal illness, 
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someone came to inform him about As-Salat 
(the prayer), and the Prophet 	told him to 
tell AbU Bakr to lead the people in the Salat 
(prayer). I said, "AbU Bakr is a soft-hearted 
man and if he stands for the Salat in your 
place, he would weep and would not be able 
to recite (the Qur'an) ." The Prophet said, 
"Tell AbU Bakr to lead the Salat." I said the 
same as before. He 	(repeated the same 
order and) on the third or the fourth time he 
said, "You (women) are the companions of 
Yusüf (Joseph). Tell AbU Bakr to lead the 
Salat." So Abü Bakr led the Salat and 
meanwhile the Prophet 	felt better and 
came out with the help of two men; as if I see 
him just now dragging his feet on the ground. 
When AbU Bakr saw him, he tried to retreat 
but the Prophet beckoned him to carry on. 
AbU Bakr 	retreated a bit and the 
Prophet 	sat on his (left) side. AbU Bakr 
was repeating the Takbir (Allahu Akbar) of 
Allah's Messenger for the people to hear. 

(68) CHAPTER. If a person follows the 
Imam and the others follow that person (then 
it is all right). 

The Prophet ; said, "You should follow 
me and the people behind you should follow 
you (in the prayers) ." 

713. Narrated 'Aishah 	When 
Allah's Messenger 	became seriously ill, 
Bilãl came to inform him about Salat 
(prayer). He 	said, "Tell AbU Bakr to 
lead the people in the Salat." I said, "0 
Allah's Messenger! AbU Bakr is a soft-
hearted man and if he stands in your place, 
he would not be able to make the people hear 
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him. Will you order 'Umar (to lead the 
alat)?" The Prophet 	said, "Tell AbU 

Bakr to lead the people in the Salat." Then I 
said to Hafsa, "Tell him, AbU Bakr is a soft-
hearted man and if he stands in his place, he 
would not be able to make the people hear 
him. Would you order 'Umar to lead the 
Salat (prayer)? lk'fa did so. The Prophet 

said, "Ind.ed you (women) are the 
companions of Vusuf  (Joseph). Tell AbU 
Bakr to lead tne people in the Salat 
(prayer) ." So Abu Bakr stood for the Salat 
(prayer). In the meantime Allah's Messenger 

felt better and came out with the help of 
two persons; and both of his legs were 
dragging on the ground till he entered the 
mosque. When AbU Bakr heard him coming, 
he tried to retreat but Allah's Messenger 
beckoned him (to carry on). So, the Prophet 

came and sat by the left side of Abu Bakr. 
AbU Bakr was offering Salãt (prayer) while 
standing and Allah's Messenger was leading 
the Salat (prayer) while sitting. AbU Bakr was 
following the Prophet and the people were 
following AbU Bakr [in the Salat (prayer)]. 

(69) CHAPTER. Can the Imam depend on 
the people's saying if he is in doubt (about a 
certain matter)? 

714. Narrated Abü Hurairah S. ii 
Once Allah's Messenger offered two Rak'a 
(instead of four) and finished his prayer. 
Dhul-Yadain asked him whether the (number 
of Rak'a in the) Salt has been reduced or he 
had forgotten? Allah's Messenger 	asked 
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the people whether lmul-Yadain was telling 	I 	j l 3L 
the truth. The people replied in the  
affirmative. Then Allah's Messenger , 	 . 

stood up, offered the remaining two Rak'a 	J,...., Jt 	il J,..., L 
and then finished his Salat with Taslim and 	- 	- - 	- 
then said 'Allãhu Akbar' and performed two 
prostrations (of Sahw) like ordinary  
prostrations or a bit longer.  

[tAr 

715. Narrated Abu Hurairah 
The Prophet qff offered two Rak'a of Zuhr 
prayer (instead of four) and he was told that 
he had offered two Rak'ã only. Then he 
offered two more Rak'a and finished them 
with the Tasilin followed by two prostrations 
(of Sahw). 

(70) CHAPTER. If the I,nãm weeps in As-
SaTht (the prayers) (will his Salat be valid)? 

Abdullãh bin Shaddad said, "1 heard 
'Umar weeping while Iwas in the last row and 
'Umar was reciting: '...1 only complain of my 
grief and sorrow to Allah...'" (V.12:86) 

716. Narrated Aishah 	.t 	the 
Mother of the faithful believers: Allah's 
Messenger 	in his last illness said, "Tell 
AbU Bakr to lead the people in the So/at 
(prayer).' I said. "If AhU Bakr stood in your 
place, he would not he able to make the 
people hear him because of (his) weeping. So 
please order 'Umar to lead the people in the 
So/at." He said. "Tell Abu Bakr to lead the 
people in A-Salãi (the prayer)." I said to 
Hafsa, 'Say to him, 'Abu Bakr is a soft- 
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hearted man and if he stood in your place he 
would not be able to make the people hear 
him because of (his) weeping. So, order 
'Umar to lead the people in the Salai ." 
Hafsa did so but Allah's Messenger 	said. 
"Mah (stop or keep quiet). Indeed you 
(women) are the companions of (Prophet) 
Yusuf (Joseph). Tell AbU Bakr to lead the 
people in the prayer." Hfa said to me, "I 
never got any good from you 

(71) CHAPTER. Straightening the rows at 
the time of Iqama and after it (immediately). 

717. Narrated An-Nu'man bin 'Bashir 
The Prophet . said, 

"Straighten your rows or Allah will alter 
your faces."(])  (See Hadith No. 691) 

718. Narrated Anas 	_: The 
Piophe 	said. "Straighten your rows, for 
1 se you from behind my back 

(72) CHAPTER. Facing of the iina,n towards 

(I) (H.717) This is a severe warning, that if you do not straighten your rows [in .alãt 
(prayers)], Allah may change your faces to that of an animal, e.g., donkey etc., or 
make them like the hacks of necks etc. [See Fath Al-Bar Vol.2, P.349]. 
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his followers while straightening the rows. 

719. Narrated Anas bin Malik 	i 
Once the !qãma was pronounced and Allah's 
Messenger ; faced us and said, "Straighten 
your rows and stand closer together, for I see 
you from behind my back." 

(73) CHAPTER. The first row. 

720. Narrated Aba Hurairah i 1i: 
The Prophet said, "Martyrs are those who 
die because of drowning, plague, an 
abdominal disease, or of being buried alive 
by a falling building." 

721. And then he added, "If the people 
knew (the reward for) the Zuhr prayer in its 
early time, they would race for it If they 
knew (the reward for) the 'Isha' and the Fajr 
prayers in congregation, they would join 
them even if they had to crawl. If they knew 
(the reward for) the first row, they would 
draw lots for it." 

(74) CHAPTER. The straightening of the 
rows is amongst those obligatory and good 
things which make yourAs-Salat (the prayer) 
a correct and perfect one. 

722. Narrated AbU Hurairah 	i 
The Prophet , said, "The Imam is 
(appointed) to be followed. So do not differ 
from him, bow when he bows, and say 
'Rabbana lakal hamd' if he says 'Sami' 

- 
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Allahu liman hamida'; and if he prostrates, 
prostrate (after him), and if he offers Salat 
(prayer) sitting, offer Salat sitting all 
together, and straighten the rows for Salat, 
as the straightening of the rows is amongst 
those things which make your Salãt a correct 
and perfect one." (See Haditjj No .717). 

723. Narrated Anas bin Maliki i 
The Prophet . said, "Straighten your rows 
as the straightening of rows is essential for 
Iqamat-as-Salat (a perfect and correct 
prayer) ." 

(75) CHAFFER. The sin of a person who 
does not complete the rows (who is out of 
alignment) for the prayer. 

724. Narrated Aims bin Mãlik 	jj 	 I 
arrived at Al-Madina and was asked whether 
I found any change since the days of Allah's 
Messenger 	I said, "I have not found any 
change except that you do not straighten the 
rows for the Salat (prayer) (i.e., you do not 
stand in alignment in your Salat)." 

(76) CHAPTER. To stand shoulder to 
shoulder and foot to foot in the row. 

And An-Nu'mãn bin Bashir said, "I saw 
that every one of us used to put his heel with 
the heel of his companion."  


