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to anyone during his Salãt he should say 
Subhan A1140. If he says so he will be 
attended to, and clapping is for women 

(49) CHAPTER. If some people are equally 
proficient in the recitation of the Qur'an 
(and religious knowledge), the oldest of them 
should lead As-Saul (the prayer). 

685. Narrated Mãlik bin Huwairith 
Z: We went to the Prophet j.  and we were 
all young men and stayed with him for about 
twenty nights. The Prophet 	was very 
merciful. He said, "When you return 
home, impart religious teachings to your 
families and tell them to offer perfectly such 
and such a Salat (prayer) at such and such 
time and such and such a Salat at such and 
such a time. And at the time of As-Salãt (the 
prayer) one of you should pronounce the 
A 4/ian  and the oldest of you should lead the 
Salat." 

(50) CHAPTER. If the Imam visited some 
people and led them in SaMI (prayer). 
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686. Narrated Itbän bin MAlik Al-Ansãri 	..L 	 t..,.. - 

(1) (H.684) To honour Allah and make Him free from all that (unsuitable evil things) that 
are ascribed to Him (or glorified be Allah). 



10-THE BOOK OFADHAN 	 II 	- I .  391 

Z 	i a,: The Prophet . (came to my 
house and) asked permission for entering and 
I allowed him. He asked, "Where do you like 
me to offer Salat (prayer) in your house?" I 
pointed to a place which I liked. He () 
stood up for Salat and we aligned behind him 
and he finished the Salat with Taslim and we 
did the same. 

(51) CHAPTER. The I,nam is appointed to 
be followed. 

The Prophet 	in his fatal illness led the 
people in Salat (prayer) while he was sitting 
(and the people were standing). Ibn Mas'Ud 
said, "If anyone raises his head (while in 
prostration) before the Irnam, he must 
prostrate again and must remain in 
prostration for a period equal to that he has 
lost by lifting his head before the Imam, and 
then he should follow the Imãm ." And Al-
Hasan said, "A person who is offerimi I two 
Rak'a Salat with the Imãm but (:ecause of 
the rush of people) is unable to prostrate, 
then he should prostrate twice for the last 
Rak'a and make up for his Rak'a with its 
prostrations. And if somebody forgets to 
prostrate and stands up then he should 
prostrate 

687. Narrated 'Ubaid-ulläh bin 'Abdullãh 
bin 'Utba: I went to 'Aishah L 	and 
asked her to describe to me the illness of 
Allah's Messenger 	. 'Aishah 
said, "Yes (I will tell you). The Prophet g. 
became seriously ill and asked whether the 
people had offered the Salit (prayer). We 
replied, 'No, 0 Allah's Messenger! They are 

AV 

:j 



10— THE BOOK OF AllAN 
	 lll 	- I. 392 

waiting for you.' He added, 'Put water for me 
in a trough' ." 'Aishah 	added: "We 
did so. He took a bath and tried to get up, 
but fainted. When he recovered, he again 
asked whether the people had offered the 
Salat. We said, 'No, they are waiting for you. 
O Allah's Messenger.' He again said, 'Put 
water in a trough for me.' He sat down and 
took a bath and tried to get up, but fainted 
again. Then he recovered and said, 'Have the 
people offered the Salat?' We replied, 'No, 
they are waiting for you, 0 Allah's 
Messenger.' He said, 'Put water for me in 
the trough.' Then he sat down and washed 
himself and tried to get up but he fainted. 
When he recovered, he asked, 'Have the 
people offered the Salat?' We said, 'No, they 
are waiting for you, 0 Allah's Messenger!' 
The people were in the mosque waiting for 
the Prophet , for the 'Isja prayer. The 
Prophet ; sent for Abu Bakr to lead the 
people in the Salat. The messenger went to 
AbU Bakr and said, 'Allah's Messenger 
orders you to lead the people in the Salat.' 
AbU Bakr was a soft-hearted man, so he 
asked 'Umar to lead the Salat but 'Umar 
replied, 'You are more rightful.' So AbU 
Bakr led the Salat in those days. When the 
Prophet 	felt a bit better, he came out for 
the Zuhr prayer with the help of two persons 
one of whom was Al-'Abbas, while AbU Bakr 
was leading the people in the Salat. When 
AbU Bakr saw him (the Prophet 	he 
wanted to retreat but the Prophet 
beckoned him not to do so and asked them 
to make him sit beside Abu Bakr and they did 
so. AbU Bakr was following the Prophet 
(in the Salat) and the people were following 
Abu Bakr. The Prophet , (offered Salat) 
sitting." 

'Ubaid-ulläh added, "I went to 'Abdullãh 
bin 'Abbas and asked him, 'Shall I tell you 
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what 'Aishah 	i 	; has told me about 
the fatal illness of the Prophet?' Ibn 'Abbas 
said, 'Go ahead.' I told him her narration 
and he did not deny anything of it but asked 
whether 'Aishah 	told me the name 
of the second person (who helped the 
Prophet 	) along with AI-'Abbas. I said, 
'No.' He said, 'He was 'All (Ibn Abi Talib)' ." 

688. Narrated 'Aishah 	i 	the 
Mother of the believers: Allah's Messenger 

., during his illness, offered Salat (prayer) 
at his house while sitting; whereas some 
people offered Salat behind him standing. 
The Prophet beckoned them to sit down. 
On completion of the Salat, he said, "The 
Imam is to be followed: bow when he bows, 
raise up your heads (stand erect) when he 
raises up his head and when he says, 'Sami' 
Allahu Iiman-ha,nidah (Allah heard those 
who sent praises to Him) say then 'Rabbanã 
wa /aka1-iamd' (0 our Lord! All the praises 
are for You), and if he (Imam) is (leading) 
the Salat in sitting position, you should also 
offer Salat like that." 

(I) (H.688) The provision of this HadiI has been abrogated by the last action of the 
Prophet . [See Hadih No.689 and Hadt/j No.5658 - Vol.7 for taking the verdict]. 



10— THE BOOK OF AlAN 

689. Narrated Anas bin Malik '<' a 

Once Allah's Messenger rode a horse and 
fell down and the right side (of his body) was 
injured. He offered one of the Salãt (prayers) 
while sitting and we also offered $alãt behind 
him sitting. When he completed the $alat, he 
said, "The Imärn is to be followed. Offer 
Salãt standing if he is offering the S. aldt 
standing and bow when he bows; raise up 
when he raises up and if he says, Sami' 
Allãhu lirnan iarnidah, say then, 'Rabbana 
wa laka1-iarnd' and offer the Salit sitting (all 
of you) if he is offering the Salat sitting." 

Humaidi said: The statement of the 
Prophet 	. "Offer Si/at sitting, if he 
(Irnam) is offerint Lhe SaIdt sitting" was 
said in his former illness (during his early life) 
but later on the Prophet 	offered a1at 
sitting (in the last illness) and the people 
offered Salat standing behind him and the 
Prophet 	did not order them to sit. So one 
has to follow the last action of the Prophet 
[Please see Hadith No.56581. 

(52) CHAPTER. When should those who are 
behind the Imãm prostrate? 

Anas said, "Prostrate when the Imam 
prostrates." 

690. Narrated Al-Bara' (and he was not a 
liar): When Allah's Messenger 	. said, 
"Sami' Allãhii liman hamidah" none of us 
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bent his back (for prostrations) till the 
Prophet 	prostrated and then we would 
prostrate after him. 

(53) CHAPTER. The sin of the one who 
raises his head before the Imam (raises his 
head). 

691. Narrated Abu Hurairah Z 
The Prophet , said, "Isn't he who raises his 
head before the Imam afraid that Allah may 
transform his head into that of a donkey? Or 
his figure (face) into that of a donkey?" [See 
Hadith No.717 and its footnote]. 

(54) CHAPTER. A slave or a manumitted 
slave can lead the Sa1it (prayer). 

('Aishah 	; was led in the Salat 
(prayer) by her slave Dhakwan who used to 
recite from the Mushaf [the written Qur'an 
(not from memory). Can an illegitimate boy, 
a bedouin or a boy who has not reached the 
age of puberty lead the Salat? (It is 
permissible according to) the statement of 
the Prophet . that the Imdm should be a 
person who knows the Qur'an more than the 
others. 

692. Narrated Ihn 'Umar L4 	t 

When the earliest emigrants came to Al- 
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'Uba, a place in Quh' 1,efore the arrival of 
the Prophet 	, Säi, the slave of Abü 
Hudhaifa, who knew the Qur'an more than 
the others, used to lead them in Salat 
(prayer). 

693. Narrated Anas L 	i 	The 
Prophet 	said, "Listen and obey (your 
chief) even if an Ethiopian whose head is like 
a raisin were made your chief." 

(55) CHAPTER. If the Imam does not offer 
the Salat (prayer) perfectly and the followers 
offer it perfectly. 

694. Narrated AbU Hurairah 
Allah's Messengerfij said, "If they (Imam) 
lead the Salat (prayer) correctly then they 
and you will receive the rewards, but if they 
make a mistake (in the Salat), then you will 
receive the reward for the Salãt and the sin 
will be theirs."  

(56) CHAPTER. Offering prayers behind a 
man who is a victim of Al-Fitan (trials and 
afflictions) or a heretic. 

Al-Uasan said, "You can offer prayers 
behind that Imãm and the sin of heresy will 
be against him." 

695. Narrated 'Ubaid-Ullãh bin Adi bin 
Khiyar :I went to 'Uthman bin 'Affãn si 
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Z. while he was besieged, and said to him, 
"You are the chief of all Muslims in general 
and you see what has befallen you. We are 
led in the Salãt (prayer) by a leader of Al-
Fitan (trials and afflictions etc.) and we are 
afraid of being sinful in following him." 
'Uthman said, "Ac-alat (the prayers) is the 
best of all deeds so when the people do good 
deeds do the same with them and when they 
do bad deeds, avoid those bad deeds." Az-
Zuhri said, "In our opinion one should not 
offer Salat behind an effeminate person 
unless there is no alternative."  

696. Narrated Anas bin Mãlik 	i 
The Prophet , said to AbO-Dhar, "Listen 
and obey (your chief) even if he is an 
Ethiopian with a head like a raisin."  

(57) CHAPTER. To stand on the right side of 
the Imam on the same line if only two 
persons (counting the Imam) are offering 
SaMI (prayer) in congregation. 

697. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas L4 
Once I passed the night in the house of my 
aunt MaimUna . Allah's Messenger offered 
the 'Il/ia' prayer and then came to the house 
and offered four Rak'ã prayers and slept. 
Later on, he woke up and stood for the Salät 
(prayer) and I stood on his left side. He drew 
me to his right and offered five Rak'a and 
then two Rak'a. He then slept till I heard him 
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snoring (or heard his breath sounds). 
Afterwards he went out for the (morning) 

alat (prayer). 

(58) CHAPTER. If a man stood on the left 
side of the Imam and the Imam drew him to 
his right side, then the Salat of none of them 
would be invalid. 

698. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas 4L ti 
One night I slept at the house of (my aunt) 
Maimuna and the Prophet was there on 
that night. He performed ablution and stood 
up for the Salat (prayer). I joined him and 
stood on his left side but he drew me to his 
right and offered thirteen Rak'a and then 
slept till I heard his breath sounds. And 
whenever he slept, he used to breathe with 
audible sounds. The Mu 'adh-dhin came to 
the Prophet and he went out and offered 
Salat (the morning prayer) without repeating 
the ablution. 

(59) CHAPTER. If the Imam has not had the 
intention of leading the prayer and then 
some persons join him and he leads them. 

699. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas LL n 
Once I passed the night in the house of my 
aunt MaimUna. The Prophet stood for the 
night prayer and I joined him and stood on 
his left side but he drew me to his right by 
holding me by the head. 
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(60) CHAPTER. If the Imam prolongs the 
Salat (prayer) and somebody has an urgent 
work or need and so he leaves the 
congregation and offers SaMI alone. 

700. Narrated Mu'ãdh bin Jabal 
i: I used to offer the 'Isjtã prayer with the 
Prophet . and then go to lead my people in 
the prayer. 

701. Narrated 'Amr: Jähir bin 'Abdullãh 
L4i 	said, "Mu'ãdh bin Jabal 

used to offer Salat (prayer) with the 
Prophet 	and then go to lead his people 
in Salat. Once he led the Isha prayer and 
recited Sürat Al-Ba qarah. Somebody left the 
Salãt and Mu'ãdh criticized him. The news 
reached the Prophet 	and he said to 
Mu'ädh, 'You are putting the people to 
trial,' and repeated it thrice (or said 
something similar) and ordered him to 
recite two medium Sürah of AlMufassal."W 

('Amr said that he had forgotten the names 
of those Sürah). 

(61) CHAPTER. The shortening of the 
Qiyam (standing) by the Imam [in SaM! 
(prayer)] but performing the bowings and 
the prostrations perfectly. 

(1) (H.701)Al—Mufassal orAl-Mufassalat are the Sürah starting from Sirah No. 50 till the 
end of the Qur'ãn, i.e .Sürah No. 114. 


