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chamber and no shadow had yet appeared in 
it. 

547. Narrated Sayyar bin Salama: I along 
with my father went to AbU Barza Al-Miami 
and my father asked him, "How Allah's 
Messenger 	used to offer the five 
compulsory congregational prayers?" AhU 
Barza said, "The Prophet 	used to offer 

the Zuhr prayer which you (people) call the 
first one, at mid-day when the sun had just 
declined. The 'Apr prayer at a time when 
after the prayer, a man could go to the house 
at the farthest place in Al-Madina (and 
arrive) while the sun was still hot. I forgot 
about the Mag/irib  prayer. The Prophet . 
loved to delay the 'Isjã which you call 'Al-

'Atama and he disliked sleeping before it and 
speaking after it. After the Fajr prayer he 
used to depart when a man could recognize 
the one sitting beside him and he used to 
recite between 60 to 100 'Ayat (in the Fajr 

prayer). 

548. Narrated Anas bin Malik 
We used to offer the 'A.cr prayer and after 
that if someone happened to go to the tribe 
of Bani 'Amr bin 'Auf, he would find them 
offering the 'Acr (prayer). 
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549. Narrated AbU Bakr bin 'Uthmãn bin 
SahI bin Hunaif that he heard AbU Umama 
saying: We offered the Zuhr prayer with 
'Umar bin 'Abdul 'Aziz and then went to 
Anas bin Malik and found him offering the 
'A.cr prayer. I asked him, "0 uncle! Which 
prayer have you offered?" He said, "The 'Ar 
and this is (the time of) the prayer of Allah's 
Messenger 	which we used to offer with 
him."  

550. Narrated Anas bin Malik 	i 
AllAh's Messenger , used to offer the 'Asr 
prayer at a time when the sun was still hot 
and high, and if a person went to Al- 'Await 
Al-Madina, he would reach there when the 
sun was still high. Some of Al- 'Await of Al-
Madina were about four miles or so from the 
town. 

551. Narrated Anas bin Malik 
We used to offer the 'Asr prayer and after 
that if one of us went to QubA', he would 
arrive there while the sun was still high. 

(14) CHAFFER. The sin of one who misses 
the 'Asr prayer (intentionally). 

552. Narrated Ibn 'Umar L41 
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Allah's Messenger said, "Whoever misses 
the 'Acr $alat (prayer) (intentionally) then it 
is as if he lost his family and property."  

(15) CHAFFER. One who omits (does not 
offer) the 'Asr prayer (intentionally)"). 

553. Narrated AbU Al-Mal-1h: We were 
with Buraida in a battle on a cloudy day and 
he said, "Offer the 'Asr Salat (prayer) early as 
the Prophet . said, 'Whoever omits the 'Asr 

Salãt all his (good) deeds will be lost'."  

(16) CHAPTER. Superiority of the 'Asr 
prayer. 

554. Narrated Qais: Jarir said, "We were 
with the Prophet 	and he looked at the 
moon on a full-moon night and said, 
'Certainly you will see your Lord as you see 
this moon and you will have no trouble in 
seeing Him. So if you can avoid missing 
(through sleep or business, etc.) a Salat 
(prayer) before the sunrise (Fajr) and a .a1at 
(prayer) before sunset ('Apr), you must do 
so.' He then recited Allah's Statement: 

'...And glorify the Praises of your Lord 
before the rising of the sun and before (its) 
setting'."  (V.50:39) 

Ismã'il said, "Offer those prayers and do 
not miss them."  
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(1) (Ch. 15) The one who does not offer the 'Asr prayer intentionally until its stated time is 
over and if he offers the prayers after that time, then it is useless. 
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555. Narrated AbU Hurairah L 
Allah's Messenger jW said, "Angels come to 
you in succession by night and day, and all of 
them get together at the time of the Fajr and 
'Asr prayers. Those who have passed the 
night with you (or stayed with you) ascend (to 
the heaven) and Allah asks them, though He 
knows everything about you, "In what state 
did you leave my slaves?" The angels reply: 
"When we left them, they were offering Sal& 
(prayer) and when we reached them, they 
were offering alat."  

(17) CHAPTER. Whoever got (or was able to 
offer) only one Rak'a of the 'Asr prayer before 
sunset. 

556. Narrated Abü Hurairah 
Allah's Messenger said, "If anyone of you 
got (or was able to offer) one Rak'a of the 
'Ar prayer before sunset, he should 
complete his $alat (prayer). If any of you 
got (or was able to offer) one Rak'a of the 
Fajr prayer before sunrise, he should 
complete his Salat." 

557. Narrated Salim bin 'Abdullãh: My 
father said, "I heard Allah's Messenger 
saying, 'The period of your stay as compared 
to the previous nations is like the period 
equal to the time between the 'Asr prayer and 
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sunset. The people of the Taurat (Torah) 
were given the Taurät and they acted (upon 
it) till mid-day, then they were exhausted and 
were given one Qira 1  each. And then the 
people of the Injeel (Gospel) were given the 
Injeel and they acted (upon it) till the 'Asr 
prayer, then they were exhausted and were 
given one Qir4t each. And then we were 
given the Qur'än and we acted (upon it) till 
sunset and we were given two Qirar each. On 
that the people of both the Scriptures said: 
'0 our Lord! You have given them two Qira 
and given us one Qirat, though we have 

	

worked more than they. Allah 	said: 
'Have I usurped some of your rights?' They 
said: 'No.' Allah said: 'That is my Blessing, I 
bestow upon whomsoever I wish (or will, or 
want).' 11  

	

558. Narrated AbU MUsa L- 	The 
Prophet jit said, "The example of Muslims, 
Jews and Christians is like the example of a 
man who employed labourers to work for him 
from morning till evening. They worked till 
mid-day and they said, 'We are not in need of 
your reward.' So the man employed another 
batch and said to them, 'Complete the rest of 
the day and yours will be the wages I had 
fixed (for the first batch)'. They worked up 
till the time of the 'Asr prayer and said, 
'Whatever we have done is for you.' He 

(1) (H.557) Qirat here symbolizes their reward. 
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employed another batch. They worked for 
the rest of the day till sunset, and they 
received the wages of the two former 
batches •,,(1)  (See Hadith No. 2271, Vol. 3) 

(18) CHAPTER. The time of the Maghrib 
prayer (evening prayer). 

'Atã' said: "A person who is sick can offer 
Magly-ib and 'IsJa'  prayers together." 

559. Narrated Rãff bin Khadij i 
We used to offer the MagIrib prayer with the 
Prophetand after finishing the Salt 
(prayer) one of us may go away and could 
still see as far as the spot where one's arrow 
might reach when shot by a bow. 

560. Narrated Jäbir bin 'AbdullAh i 
L4: The Prophet used to offer the Zuhr 
prayer at mid-day, and the 'Asr at a time 
when the sun was still bright, the Mag/rib 
after sunset (at its stated time) and the 'fsh' 
at a variable time. Whenever he saw the 
people assembled (for 'is]ia' prayer) he 
would offer Salãt (prayer) earlier and if the 
people delayed, he would delay the Salãt. 
And they or the Prophet used to offer the 

(1) (H .558) So, this is the similitude of Muslims who accepted Allah's Guidance and the 
teachings of His Messenger oL , and the similitude of the Jews and Christians who 
distorted and corrupted their Book and disbelieved in the Prophet who came after 
'lesa (Jesus). We notice that the Jews and Christians referred to in this Hadith are 
different from those referred to in Hadith No.532 for the latter were believers and died 
before the advent of Muhammad 	and this is why they are rewarded, while the 
rewards of the former were given to the Muslims. 
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Far prayer when it was still dark 

561. Narrated Salama 	i 	We 
used to offer the Mag/rib prayer with the 
Prophet when the sun disappeared from 
the horizon. 

562. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas Li l 
The Prophet offered seven Rak'ã together 
and eight Rak'a together. (See HadiI No. 
543) 

(19) CHAPTER. Whoever disliked to call the 
Maghrib prayer as the *U' prayer. 

563. Narrated 'Abdullãh Al-Muzani 
a: The Prophet 	said, "Do not be 

influenced by bedouins regarding the name 
of your Mag/irib prayer which is called 'Isjjã' 
by them." 

(20) CHAPTER. The mention of 'Isha' and 
'Atama and whoever took the two names as 
one and the same. 

Narrated AbU Hurairah Z i 	The 
Prophet said, "The most difficult and the 
hardest Salat (prayers) for the hypocrites are 

ri i- ; Li / 	L (Y.) 
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the 'IsJã'  (prayer) and the Fajr (prayer.)" He 
added, "Had they known what is (the reward 
of) the 'Atama ('Isja') and the Fajr (prayers) 
they would have come to attend them even if 
they had to crawl."  

Few discussions about Maghrib, 'Atama 
i.e. 'Isja', which are merely repetition of the 
topic of this chapter, are mentioned here in 
the Arabic text. 

564. Narrated Abdullãh 	i 	One 
night AllAh's Messengerled us in the 'Is}ã' 
prayer and that is the one called A1-'Atama 
by the people. After the completion of the 
prayer, he faced us and said, "Do you know 
the importance of this night? Nobody present 
on the surface of the earth tonight will be 
living after one hundred years from this 
night." (See Hadifli No .601). 

(21) CHAPTER. The time of the 'Is/id' 
prayer. If the people get together (pray 
earlier), and if they come late (delay it). 

565. Narrated Muhammad bin 'Amr: We 

	

asked Jabir bin 'Abdullãh 4 i 	about 
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the Salãt (prayers) of the Prophet 	. He 
said, "He 	used to offer Zuhr prayer at 
mid-day, the 'Acr when the sun was still hot, 
and the Maghrib after sunset (at its stated 
time). The 'Ishii' was offered early if the 
people gathered, and used to be delayed if 
their number was less; and the morning 
prayer (Fajr) was offered when it was still 
dark." 

(22) CHAPTER. Superiority of the 'Lija' 
prayer. 

566. Narrated 'Aishah 	Allah's 
Messenger , once delayed the 'Isjiã' prayer 
and that was during the days when Islam still 
had not spread. The Prophet did not come 
out till 'Umar informed him that the women 
and children had slept. Then he came out 
and said to the people in the mosque: "None 
amongst the dwellers of the earth has been 
waiting for it ('Isha' prayer) except you." 

567. Narrated Abil MUsã 	My 
companions, who came with me in the boat, 
and I landed at a place called Baqi' Buthan. 
The Prophet 	was at Al-Madina at that 
time. One of us used to go to the Prophet . 
by turns every night at the time of the 'Isjiã' 
prayer. Once, I, along with my companions 
went to the Prophet 	and he was busy in 
some of his affairs, so the 'Ishii' prayer was 
delayed to the middle of the night. He then 
came out and led the people [in (a1at) 
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prayer]. After finishing from the Salat, he 
addressed the people present there saying, 
"Be patient! Don't go away. Have the glad 
tidings. It is from the Blessing of Allah upon 
you that none amongst mankind has offered 

alat at this time save you." Or said, "None 
except you has offered prayer at this time." 
AbU Milsa added, "So we returned happily 
after what we heard from Allah's Messenger 

(23) CHAPTER. What is disliked about 
sleeping before the 'Ihã' prayer. 

568. Narrated Abu Barza 	ii 

Allah's Messenger j disliked to sleep before 
the 'Is/a' prayer and to talk after it. 

(24) CHAPTER. Sleeping before the 'Ishã' 
prayer if (one is) overwhelmed by it (sleep). 

569. Narrated Ibn Shihab from 'Urwa: 
'Aishah L4 	i 	; said, "Once Allah's 
Messenger 	delayed the 'Is/ia' prayer till 
'Umar reminded him by saying, 'The Salat 
(prayer)! The women and children have 
slept.' Then the Prophet 	came out and 
said, 'None amongst the dwellers of the earth 
has been waiting for it (the prayer) except 
you'."  Urwa said, "Nowhere except in Al- 


